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SU cuts classes in Change in policy displaces homeless
face of budget crisis
Nicholas Lollini
Editor-in-Chief
As the month of February
budgets for the 2008-09
academic year have already begun
to take shape, and by the end of
the month, the Seattle University
Board of Trustees will transform
those shapes into the base budgets
for every college and department
on campus.
Although budgets will be determined before official enrollment
numbers are available, they will
set the standard for the fiscal component of academic affairs for the
coming year.
Over the past five years, Seattle
University has witnessed unprecedented growth across all fronts.
While some colleges and departments have continued to grow at
a sustainable level, as was the case
with the 4.4 percent growth in the
College ofScience and Engineering,
or even die 10 percent growth within the Albers School of Business
and Economics, expansion within
the College of Arts and Sciences
has nearly pushed the school
to the brink.
"Enrollments have absolutely
soared over the past four years
nears,

the College of Arts and Sciences.
"There has been an increase in undergraduates by 37 percent, and
graduate students have increased
130 percent."
Despite the rapid growth that
the college has sustained in recent
years, its budget has not kept pace.
Over the last diree years, die college
has annually overspent its budget
by almost $600,000. According to
Loh, the funds required to meet
those deficits has been sustained
through the use of temporary dollars borrowed from departments
within the College of Arts and
Sciences, as well as from petitions
to the provost for additional funds
and surpluses.
ere was deficit spending by
001, so that we could offer
i classes," said Loh. "I ran
icits and borrowed from

I

epartments."
According to Michael Quinn,
the College ofScience and

Bf

ering, increases in enrollment
offered has not caused
e and Engineering to overspend, and according to officials, the
story is the same at the
AlbersSchool ofBusiness
isses

□D

Men's offense struggles

Braden VanDragt
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Tent City resident and coordinator Steve helps move the community every two months. While Tent City
is recognized by the state, most homeless people live in illegal encampments throughout Seattle.
Emily Holt

parks for "rule violations," which
include camping.
Patricia Maclnturff, Seattle
Human Services Director, calls
the draft, "a major step forward."
According to Maclnturff, the city
has never had a consistent policy
regarding homeless encampments.
"There will be a consistent
policy, and in every case where we
clean out, there will be support,"
said Maclnturff. She added that the
city plans to build more shelters to
accommodate the people who will
need to move.
The most important aspect ofthe
48-hour policy, said Maclnturuff,
is making sure the minimum time

Senior Staff Writer
Seattle city government officials
have drafted a new policy as part of
the city's self-declared 10-year plan
to end homelessness. The policy allows the removal of homeless encampments—loose constructions
of settlements for the homeless and
their personal possessions—giving
the individuals 48 hours to clear
out before they are forced out.
The new protocol extends the
city's contentious Parks Exclusion
Ordinance to all city-owned property in Seattle. The ordinance allows the city to ban people from

consistent. She calls the new policy

Advocates for the homeless,
however, see the new policy as anything but just.
"The overriding issue is that it
criminalizes the act of basic survival," said Tim Harris, executive
director of Real Change, a nonprofit advocacy organization that
publishes a weekly newspaper, distributed entirely by low-income
Seattle residents. "It's well-documented that the number of homeless people grossly exceeds the capacity ofthe
shelter system."

□D

Local blogs upstage city papers
Josh Lynch

coming in makes it all the way to his
vocal cords.
He's Brad Wong, a breaking
news reporter with 17 years of
experience.
The call is insignificant, and 39year-old Wong returns to scanning
the headlines on his computer's
monitor, looking for any significant
news the P-I might have missed.
Today he will be checking a relatively new addition to the list of
Web sites scoped for the latest hot

Staff Writer

Thursday to the Alaska-Anchorage Seawolves 45-38.

LHJ

The usual buzz of telephones
ringing, televisions blaring, fingers
typing and the voices of reporters
can't be heard in the newsroom.
It's Saturday, and only the
squawking of the police scanner
breaks the silence in die messy offices of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer.
Out of the silence comes the
muted ring of his telephone.
Without a blink, he answers it.
"Seattle P-I. It's Brad," he
says in a tone of voice different
from normal, as if the anticipation of who could be calling and
what possible big story could be
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story:

neighborhood blogs.

His fingers jab out a staccato
rhythm on his keyboard, spelling
the names of some of the most
popular local blogs in his address
bar: Capitol Hill Seattle, Ballard

Avenue, Central District News,
Seattle Blog, and Miller
k Seattle.
There are more than 71 miln blogs on the Internet cover; topics from parenting to just
plain ranting. And while 8 percent
ofAmericans say they read blogs,
most of these postings are so irrelevant they will never be read.
But Seattle's neighborhood
blogs are different. They distribute information—from the broken water main down the street
to the details of the latest burglary
at the convenience store —in an
extremely local area
that's pertinent to their
readers.
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Enrollment predictions prompt changes to 2008 budget

D"The

College of Arts
and Sciences is at its
most cost

efficient in

history," said Loh. "For every
one dollar invested, we return five

its

dollars. That ratio has never been
this good."
Despite this efficiency, the college
has been forced, due to a combination of budgetary restraints and surprisingly low enrollment numbers,
to cut 25 classes so far this year.
"[As] enrollments have grown [in
the College ofArts and Sciences],
the number of sections offered has
grown much more rapidly, so that's a
recipe to create some low enrollment
sections," said interim Provost John
Eshelman. "The number of sections
offered had grown rapidly enough
that the college had outgrown its
budget, and that led to the decision
to cut several classes."

We either need more
money or [SU] needs

to stop admitting so
many students.
Wallace Loh
Arts and Sciences Dean

According to Loh, the College of
Arts and Sciences has an additional
110 classes slated for the 2007-08
academic year that the annual budget cannot accommodate. Because
of this, the provost has intervened
and will cover die cost of all classes
for die remainder of the year.
"When enrollment started to
increase, no one expected to see
such a huge jump, and so we didn't
have the money for more sections.
Students

were

quired classes

outraged because rewere

'too full,'" said

Loh. "So the provost gave the order: if we have students waiting in
a line, do not turn them away. So
over the next few years I created
more sections."
According to Loh, the College
of Arts and Sciences is in the process of developing a contingency
plan for next year which would be
instituted in the case of insufficient
funding. Sources close to the plan
say it would involve the canceling
of up to 110 classes in the next academic year, in addition to the 25
classes which were cut from this
year's curriculum.
"We generate a very large net
revenue, but we don't have enough
money in our budget [for those
classes]," said Loh.
Cutting 11 percent of the total
Arts and Sciences curriculum would
increase average class size, a figure
which has actually been in decline
over the past two years and has bolstered the institution's reputation of
academic excellence. The reduction

would also eliminate upper-level
elective course options for juniors
and seniors.
Additionally, this plan would delay graduation for certain students
due to the unavailability of required
classes, force more classes to be taught
by part time adjunct professors and
would redirect faculty scholarship
and institutional resources toward
classroom instruction.
"For the past four years we have
been under-budgeted," said Loh.
"The amount of money is not equal
to the needs of offering classes [...]
We either need more money, or [the
university] needs to stop admitting
so many students.
"The provost has done everything
he can to help me, he's cleared out
his wallet, but he has helped me all
he can," said Loh.
Despite widespread speculation
that the budgetary restructuring

Braden VanDragt
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An empty painting studio in the Fine Arts building is symptomatic of greater budgeting issues within the
university. Many core classes, including Painting 11, were cut due to recent funding problems.
is due to the decision to move to
Division I athletics, Loh—who
supports the athletic realignment—
said he cannot confirm whether
restructuring was influenced
by the move.
"If you're exceeding the funding available to you, you need to do
something about it," said Eshelman.
"Whether or not we are moving into
D-I, we would have needed to address the fact that we were running
in the red. Part of it is expanding
the budget, so I will be pushing for
a larger budget."
In January, Loh petitioned the
provost for an additional $2.1 million to cope with recent deficit
spending. The money would also
go toward hiring more full time and
tenure-track faculty and hedging off

future deficits.
The final determination will not
be known until the FYO9 budget is

approved by the Board ofTrustees
in February.
"I'd say one factor is that for the
past two or three years, the

College

ofArts and Sciences budget did not
keep up with their actual expendiIt would be accurate to say that
theCollege ofArts and Sciences was
under-budgeted," said Eshelman. "I
will also say that we may have ended
up over-compensating."
Since 1999, when Loh became
dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences, the percentage of core
classes taught by full-time faculty
has increased from 20 percent to
80 percent. If the budget allotment
is insufficient for the 2008-09 academic year, the number ofpart-time
adjunct professors teaching core-level classes would rise exponentially.
"Full-time faculty cost more
than part-time [faculty]," said
Loh. "For reasons of academic
tures.

quality and social justice, we need
full-time faculty."
Though

temporary

elimination

ofclasses does not always have serious and long-lasting implications,
the permanent elimination of
courses from the curriculum, as is
proposed by the College of Arts and
Sciences contingency plan, poses
more dire consequences.
While the students affected
by the cutting of sections of core
classes can be accommodated by
transferring into another section
or waiting until subsequent quarters to take the class, the prospect
of increased class sizes and less full
time faculty continues to be a cause
for concern for those involved with
the academic quality and vigor of
Seattle University.
Nicholas can be reached at
lollinin@seattleu.edu

Speaker addresses media portrayal of Native Americans
Emily Holt

Senior Staff Writer
Mark Trahant, nationallyknown reporter and columnist,
as well as editorial page editor for
die Seattle Post-Intelligencer, gave
a speech Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2008
called, "The White House dirough
Indian Eyes."
Trahant was a 1989 Pulitzer
Prize finalist for his series, "Fraud in
Indian Country," which explicated
die U.S. governments mishandling
of Native American trust money.
He was also CEO of die Robert C.
Maynard Institute for Journalism
Education in Oakland, Calif., a
nonprofit organization dedicated to
providing journalism opportunities
for people ofcolor.
"Mr. Trahant engaged in complex ways with complex issues,"
said Monica Nixon, director of

attended approached him with more
questions, and I saw audience members engaging one another about
what he had introduced."
Trahant oudined die role of the
Native American constituency in
United States politics and their representation in the media.
He also remarked that news is
abstract, and is only news if the
public pays attention. According
to him, politicians have not given
enough attention to the concerns of
Native Americans.
Washington has been a particular
battle ground for Native American
politics, he said, most notably because of the influence of Senator
Slade Gordon, who considered
tribes to be social networks rather
than sovereign nations and did not
consider Native Americans "citizens"
of the U.S.
Nearly every politician writes a

the Office ofMulticultural Affairs,

document addressing tribal prob-

which hosted the event. "After his
speech, several of the people who

lems but according to Trahant,
the biggest achievement for Native

Americans in politics was "Prez on
the Rez," the first Democratic debate on an American reservation
held in California in Aug. 2007.
Native Americans hailed Arizona
Governor Bill Richardson for noting how the national government
has failed to address their issues.
Trahant said this debate did not,
however, make news because none
of the top presidential candidates
were there. He noted that Obama
and Clinton made appearances at
recent forums on Native American
affairs and that Obama directly
addressed tribal issues two weeks
ago, but the lack of attention to
such affairs still pervades in politics
and the media.
Trahant traced the role of presidents in Native American policy, citing the way leaders such as Andrew
Jackson and Ronald Reagan created
perceptions of the Native American
and shaped prejudiced stereotypes of
them as "non-citizens." He lamented
that students are not taught about

the ways in which tribal government
fits into the national government.
Rather, media teaches, he said.

And those media depictions ofshowNative Americans either in
extreme wealth gained from gaming
or oil or in extreme poverty.
As a journalist, the issue ofethical and accurate reporting is crucial
to Trahant.
"I recommend taking the time
to learn the history [behind a story]. Things that seemed to happen
a day ago may have happened before, years ago," said Trahant. "In
journalism, we often move people
around so much that we lose a
sense ofplace."
Trahant s sincerity and devotion
to his people's concerns touched
many audience members.
"I also like that he emphasized
the efficacy of native communities
in advancing political and social
justice," said Nixon.
The speech was a part ofOMA's
efforts to educate the student body
ten

on issues of diversity. Nixon cited
the work of First Nations, die fact
diat several faculty members incorporate Native American history into
their classes and die Climate Change
Summit, an event focusing on indigenous healing solutions, as part of
the university's educative processes.
She thinks, however, that the university needs to do even more.
"I thought the way he talked
about sovereign Indian nations
as governments that ought to be
treated with the importance and
recognition of any other nation was
wonderful," said Tess AbrahamsonRichards, Co-President of First
Nations at Seattle U.

"I

was

glad Trahant [was] opti-

mistic, even if what he said seemed
pretty depressing," saidAbrahamson-

Richards. "The importance of the
next presidency is what has stuck in
my head from his speech."

Emily can be reached at
holtel@seattleu.edu
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Homeless encampments targeted City panel analyzes
marijuana policy
Mike Baldwin
Staff Writer
In 2003, voters in Seattle apan initiative, 1-75, to decriminalize marijuana in the city.
Similar initiatives had been
passed in Denver and New Mexico,
and supporters lauded how much
money the reform would save the
city in prosecuting marijuana-

proved

related court cases.
A panel was formed,

Braden VanDragt
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New city policies call for the destruction and removal of homeless encampments in 48 hours. Possessions
must be claimed in 60 days and the net worth must exceed $25 or the belongings are thrown away.

D

Harris said that according to last year's

one-night

count,

2,200 homeless people live outside the shelter system in King
County, 1,600 of whom are living
in Seattle.
The Mark Sidran-era parks exclusion rule enables the city to ban
people from public property, even
if they have not committed a crime.
The ordinance lets city officials deputize "any person or association" to
help enforce the rules.
According to Harris, the mayor's proposal gives the city tools to
coerce even private property owners to enforce zero tolerance on

sleeping outside.
"There is a lot of talk in the city
about how this is a compassionate
response and how they have met
the concerns of advocates in framing this policy," said Harris. "But
if you actually read the policy, they
have left themselves loopholes that
you can drive a truck through."

If you actually read the

policy, they have left
loopholes that you can
drive a truck through.
Tim Harris
Real Change Executive Director

The draft states that the 48hour clause can be nullified if
there is "suspicion" of illegal activity, something Harris said could be

loosely interpreted.
The protocol also states that
the city will retain people's possessions for up to 60 days so that
they can be reclaimed. These
possessions, however, must exceed the cost of $25. City officials can also destroy possessions
that may be contaminated with
unknown substances.
Many of the encampments that
are considered problematic are located in places such as Kinnear Park
in Queen Anne and consist only of
blankets, sleeping bags and sometimes tents with a few possessions.
For many homeless themselves,
however, the Problem extends beyond the loss of their possessions.
Lantz, who lives in the legalized

homeless encampment, Tent City,
on Cherry Street and 23rd
Avenue, noted how some advocacy
groups raise their voices on the issue of personal property abuses.
"The crime [of the Mayor's office] is supposedly that they're ruining peoples stuff, but that is the
wrong problem. The problem is
that it should be legal for people
to survive," said Lantz.
Beatrice, who also lives in Tent
City, noted how the gentrification
of Seattle and the rising property
taxes have continued to diminish
the possibility ofaffordable housing. Tent City is located on property owned by a Christian church
but is actually up for sale.
Tent City is a traveling homeless
encampment that usually stays in
one location for about two months.
The first Tent City was set up at the
Goodwill Games in 1990.
Seattle University hosted Tent
City on the university's tennis
court in Feb. 2005. In exchange
for residence, the homeless allowed
tours and educated the students on
the realities of homelessness, shattering some presumptions that
all homeless people do not work,
are addicted to drugs and choose
to be homeless.
"[Anyone] could be [...] one
failed paycheck [or] one bad relationship away from being homeless," said Beatrice.
Advocacy groups such as Real
Change criticize the government's
new protocol for its inability to
provide an effective shelter system.
One night in a shelter can run from

located

$3.50 to $17.

Beatrice noted that she can find
privacy in Tent City that she cannot
find in the shelter system. She said
that she has spent time in shelters
where there were addicts and where
she did not feel safe as a woman on
her own.
"I am 40 years old, I am an adult
and I like a life of freedom," said
Beatrice. "Tent City is not for everyone, but I am an independent
person. If you can tough it out, it's
a good place."
Tent City is not allowed to take
families, however. When families
do arrive, law requires the leaders
ofTent City to call Child Protective
Services, which often provokes a
mandate to separate the family.
Beatrice has written to the city
council asking for better services for

women and families coming to Tent

City. In return, she received a letter
stating that the city was allocating
$1.6 million to family shelters. She
said that she was upset and asked
where the actual vouchers were.
She critiqued the city's 10-year
plan to end homelessness, saying
that unless there is affordable housing, many have nowhere to live but
the street.

These families do not
have 10 years. They
may not have 10 days.
Beatrice
Tent City Resident

"These families do

not

have 10

years," said Beatrice. "They may not
have 10 days."
According to Lantz, the city
"spends a lot of money to ensure
that not one penny goes to Tent
City." Running the camp costs
$4,600 a month for approximately 100 people, which covers communal costs. Costs are covered by
SHARE, or the Seattle Housing
and Resource Effort.
"The government could run five
or 10 more encampments [like Tent
City] and keep more people off the
street, but the government won't do
that," said Lantz.
Advocates such as Harris echo
the concerns of those actually living
on the street, accusing the mayor of
lip service that speaks ofoutreach
but provides few resources and
leaves a small window of time to
attain what help there is.
The city plans to publicize
a

single telephone number for

citizens who want to file a complaint, or homeless people who
want to pick up their dispossessed belongings. According to a
Seattle P-I article, the city posted
a disconnected number in some
previous instances.
"If you are going to protect
people surviving outside, you have
to, in good faith, work to increase
the capacity ofthe emergency center system," said Harris. "Anything
less than that is inhumane."

Emily can be reached at
hottel©seattleu.edu

consist-

Other issues, besides the financial resources saved, have arisen
since the initiative was written
into law. The studies have shown

disproportionate change in
the lowering of arrests between
a

blacks and whites. Whites, who
already made up a smaller number of marijuana-only arrests,
saw their figures drop 33 percent, while blacks only saw theirs
drop 19 percent. But Holden
points out diat the change is not
an indication of 1-75 failing to
work, but rather indicative of a

ing of the city attorney, a journalist and a city council member,
among others. After four years, larger problem.
the panel, known as die Marijuana
"A city pot measure cannot fix
Policy Reform Panel released the systematic inequalities of the
its findings.
criminal justice system," Holden
The numbers showed a drop wrote in a posting on the Slog.
in the cases of marijuana-only
Carr said that marijuana-only
prosecutions, yet the effectivecases were such a non-factor that
ness of the reform left MPRP the initiative was largely a symmembers divided.
bolic move funded by backers
Seattle City Attorney Tom Carr, outside of Seattle. An extensive
who sat on the panel, claimed die campaign was launched, with zero
findings ofdie policy's report prove money being spent on an opposi1-75 did nodiing, and was nothtion campaign.
"A bunch of people from outing more than a politically-driven
statement by groups diat advocate
side of Seattle spent a bunch of
the legalization of marijuana.
money here to get a law passed
"It did nothing," said Carr, because they knew there was no
"nodiing at all."
opposition," said Carr. "I believe
Carr contests that marijuanait was a cynical, political operaonly arrests were already low in tion, not a popular movement as
Seattle. In 2005, diere were only it is often portrayed."
300 such cases. Carr stated diat his
Carr also said the focus on inioffice tries only to focus on drug tiatives has taken attention away
from reforms that could really save
dealing that has a "secondary effect" on the community, such as the city money. Carr pointed out
crack and heroin, which are sold that 25 percent of his cases stem
in open-air drug markets. Because from prosecuting people who have
driven on a suspended license. An
marijuana is often sold from individual to individual, the secondary impound law, which allows offieffects are limited.
cers to impound the cars of those
Carr also says the reduction driving on suspended licenses, was
in prosecutions has been minipassed in 1999. Carr said this law
mal when seen through a wider did more to help the caseload of
scope. The City Attorneys office in his office than any marijuana
handles about 20,000 cases a year, reform law ever could.
"It's never been a high priority
meaning that marijuana-only
cases made up 1.5 percent of die
for us, because frankly it's not a
total caseload.
major problem here," said Carr.
The decriminalization of mar"Arrests [in marijuana-only
cases] were already incredibly low ijuana has become a hot debate
in Seatde before 1-75," said Carr. around the country, as different
"There was a drop, but it was from groups have divided on how to
somewhere from around 300 to deal with the war on drugs. The
somewhere around 100. We have federal government has developed
the strategy, based on theidea that
a city of a half a million people.
To suggest that this is a significant marijuana is a gateway drug, to
drop just isn't based in reality."
target marijuana growers and
But other members of the dealers heavily.
But several cities and states
panel, such as journalist Dominic
Holden, claim the report shows have chosen to take the opposite
1-75 did everything it claimed it approach, shifting resources used
would. The report estimates the to fight and prosecute marijuareform saved the City Attorneys na-only cases to focus on bigger
office over $66,000 since it problems, such as methamphetamine, a significant problem in
was approved.
Holden told die Seattle Times the state of Washington. Carr
in January that die report "shows and several other members of the
1-75 works exacdy as promised to panel stated the only thing that
voters. It saved law-enforcement
could be done to make a signifiresources to focus on other more cant impact would be to legalserious crimes."
ize marijuana, something they
But Carr maintains the savdo not support.
"I don't want to send a mesings reported by the panel are too
insignificant to have sparked any sage to kids that drug use is OK,"
real improvements.
said Mike Meehan, head of the
beSeattle
Police Department's nar"Nobody cut any positions
to
cause the savings are too small
cotics division.
actually be a body of work for any
individual," said Carr. "The savMike can be reached at
balcll799@seaitieu.edu
ings are entirely dieoretical."
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Laugh value debated at Starbucks head speaks at Albers
forum on racial humor
Alex Girma

that and are [sensationalizing]

Staff Writer

what is assumed."
With the exception of such
established white comics as Don
Rickles and George Carlin, the
matter of white privilege cause
other races of people to become
uncomfortable with hearing a
white person make jokes about
them. One person described this
as a fraternity that is allowed to
laugh at their own reality versus
people exploiting the stereotypes

From the days when "All in
the Family" broke ground in
the 1970s to the recent seasons
of "Chappelle's Show" there has
been debate as to what type of racial humor is acceptable and what
type is not.
The Jan. 12 Office of
Multicultural Affairs Courageous
Conversation focused on racial
humor—a complex and controversial issue that has become a
staple in pop culture. The conversation centered on the times when
it is acceptable to use humor as a
forum to discuss race.
The consensus in the room
was that there is a place for race
in humor, but that it is funny
when it draws upon realism, not
as a platform for accentuating

ofothers.
There was also debate as to
what is appropriate and what is

offensive and acceptable

in

the

realm ofracial humor. According
to Ramsay, there shouldn't be a
normalization of racism in racial
humor; there should be a social
commentary that evolves from
the joke.
"Comedians like Chris Rock
tend to try to convey commentary
or messages around particular issues that we haven't made space

stereotypes.

The conversation started with
film clips of three different entertainers. The first clip featured
Queen Latifah making a pointed,
satirical joke about racism in the
workplace and the second clip
featured Carlos Mencia making

for to speak honestly about," said
Ramsay. "I do think that there is
a difference between someone
who is making commentary
versus someone who is making
statements that are based in stereotypes and assumptions."
According to junior Jonathan
Meade, there is a difference between jokes that make

several potentially offensive jokes
about homosexuals and Latinos.
But the third clip was received
in a markedly different light.
While the first two featured entertainers making remarks about issues and situations that affect their
particular race, the third featured
a comic making jokes outside of
her race. The clip featured white
comedian Lisa Lampanelli making racially provocative and stereotypical jokes about every race
and ethnicity in the audience.
While Mencia made several
obscene references to racial and
sexual stereotypes, this clip was
met with much more tension
and unease.
Several people echoed the sentiment that it is uncomfortable to
watch a person make racial jokes
about people of other races—
seeing a white person make those
jokes was a particularly troubling
aspect for some in the audience.
According to OMA assistant director Czarina Ramsay, there is
something essentially familiar
about the groups of which we are
all a part.
"Someone of the same racial
background as me has certain liberties to which they can talk about
certain things," said Ramsay.
"There is an assumption that we
understand each other, but when
it comes from another [race], you
can't identify if they truly believe

light of reality and ones that
falsity.
"It's really a subjective matter where it can be interpreted
by the individual. There is a fine
line between engaging in another
person's experience and mocking
them," said Meade. "It comes
down to what extent you take it.
When it stays closer to fact it is
perpetuate

one thing, but when embellishment starts, it begins to become
more mockery."

According to Ramsay, there
will always be a place for racial
humor. There shouldn't be a time
where it isn't allowed to use humor
to talk about racism in America,
but context is the key.
"Racial humor will always
be around because of the way in
which we talk about race in this
country," said Ramsay. "There is
a level of discomfort and a lack
of honesty and sometimes people can mask that conversation
with humor. If you are challenging a stereotype about a certain
group ofpeople, the trick is what
you do with the information
you are presenting."
Alex can be reached at
girmaa@seattleu.eciu
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Joseph Phillips, dean of the Albers School of Business and Economics, left, introduces the President of
Starbucks International, Jim Ailing, before his speech in Pigott Auditorium last Thursday evening.
Justin Najar
Staff Writer
As Starbucks has grown from one
Pike Place Market to more
than 15,000 stores worldwide, the
company has continued to confront
the prospect of integrating growth
with its original intimate character.
Jim Ailing, President ofStarbucks
International, addressed this concern and more in front of a packed
Pigott Auditorium last Thursday.
Starbucks was different from
any of AlHng's previous jobs. At
Starbucks, Ailing had to talk to the
people who actually worked for
Starbucks to know why their goods
were worth paying for. The more he
talked to them, the more he learned
about Starbucks, and the more he
wanted to work for them.
"I had to peel through those
layers by talking to people in the
stores, and as I did that, I realized
this is a brand that I not only wanted to purchase, but what I wanted
to recommend to otliers, and that
for me is the reason I wanted to
come to Starbucks. I thought
there was somediing special there,"
said Ailing.
Starbucks Chief Operations
Officer Martin Coles was originally slated to speak at the event, but
could not make it. Ailing stood in
on short notice for Coles.
Ailing also spoke to the audience
about his career and answered tJieir
questions at die end ofhis speech.
According to Ailing, in the decade he has been with Starbucks,
the corporation has grown to over
15,000 stores in 44 different countries, with annual sales totaling
$9 billion.
As the company's growth escalated, Starbucks looks to retain
its character and avoid becoming,
in the words of Ailing, a "faceless
corporate chain." The question, as
Ailing said it, is die struggle to grow
larger while retaining the character
of a small shop.
"How do we maintain tJiat same
feeling we had when we were just
one store at Pike Place? How do
we stay local, and really feel like a
neighborhood coffee shop, in the
places [we find ourselves] as we go
global?" said Ailing.
Central to this, according to
Ailing, is the intimate experience
store in

have when they go
Starbucks.
"I believe the core ofthat experience is the people they had a chance
to get to know, whether it's friends
they met there, or whether it was
the baristas, the people working in
the green aprons behind the counter, and as they get to know those
people, they start to realize this is a
little differentrelationship than just
a quick-serve place," said Ailing.
Ailing refers to the personal attachment people feel to
Starbucks stores as the "My Store
phenomenon."
After his speech, Ailing answered
questions from the audience regarding the company's growth and com;
petition from other companies like
McDonald's and Dunkin' Donuts.
customers
to

We don't need to

slip into corruption
because

[...]

we

have a standard that
says we can't.
Jim Ailing

Starbucks Int. President
Cynthia Butler is a Seattle
University graduate and co-founder/executive director of Village
Net, an organization that helps to
foster social development in countries such as Ghana and Kenya.
She was a member of a three-person panel which commenced the
question session.
Butler asked how local preferences factor into the stores, especially internationally, and how
these preferences affect Starbucks'
leader Jim Schultz's vision of a
homogenous Starbucks, with every Starbucks virtually the same,
no matter where in the world
it is located.
Ailing said that workers, partners, as he refers to them, have certain standards which are universal,
but they also have the ability to take
chances on new products which
may be based on local preferences.
"There's certain standards we
have, and that's probably 80 percent

ofwhat goes into a store. The other
20 percent, though, is really left to
the imagination, the inspiration,
and personality of the people working in that store," said Ailing.
The first question asked by the
audience concerned the ethical
code Starbucks follows in dealing with corrupt governments in
other countries.
"We don't need to slip into corruption, because we never have,
and we have a standard that says
we can't. I would lose my job if we
did," said Ailing.
Ailing says Starbucks has an internal code of ethics which members must sign and follow yearly.
"It has cost us some real estate
sites. It has caused stores to open
more slowly in certain countries
because we don't grease the water
guy, or whatever you have to do,"
said Ailing.
In other words, Starbucks, according to Ailing, does not play
into the hands of corrupt officials
in countries.

He said instances where corruption is a problem are becoming less and less the case though,
as governments recognize that to
deal with many new businesses in
their countries, they must operate
in different ways.
Ailing then told the audience
about success, and how he defines
it in his life. He told the audience
not to get caught up in someone
else's measure of it, but instead to
make their own.
"To me, success is the measure to
which you really appreciate health,
joy and happiness in your lifetime,"
said Ailing.
After the speech, Ailing lingered
for some time, shaking hands, taking business cards, and answering
questions posed by some of the
attendees who came up to speak
with him.
"It was a good opportunity to
meet an executive of one of the bigger companies here in Seattle. As
a person who likes to learn about
businesses, it is great because it's free
and definitely worth my time," said
Andrew Yuhasz, 24, who, though
not affiliated with Seattle University,
was still able to attend the speech.
Justin can be reached at
najarj@seattleu.edu
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Performers took to the stage during Saturday evening's International Dinner in the Campion Ballroom.

Kelly Glenn
Volunteer Writer
At a school committed to promoting diversity and "empowering leaders for a just and humane
world," International Week served
as a reminder that we must all become more internationally-minded in an increasingly connected
world.
This year's International Week
included several globally-themed
events, culminating with Saturdays
31st annual International Dinner,
held in the Campion Ballroom.
The feast featured appetizers, entrees and desserts that represented

11 different countries, along with
wide range of entertainment. It
was hosted by the International
Student Center.
Faizi Ghodsi, the director of the
ISC, opened the event widi a welcome to all guests. Ghodsi noted
that the school has seen an increase
of over 80 international students
this year.
"For that, we're hopeful and feel
very blessed," he said.
Ghodsi also noted the importance of the International Dinner
for building a more peaceful
world.
"One of the best ways to ease
tensions is to break bread togedier,"
he said.
Guests enjoyed a number oflive
musical acts for entertainment. A
crowd favorite was the Japanese
a

Isaac Ginsberg

Taiko Drumming, performed by
One World Taiko. Dancers beat
large horizontal drums as highpitched woodwind instruments
played in the background.
Next, the Morning Star Korean
Cultural Center performed a traditionalKorean dance. The act opened
with 10 girls dancing in traditional
outfits and holding brightly-colored
fans. Near the end, several men
came out with hats which had ribbons attached. The ribbons twirled
around their heads as they began
to dance, creating intricate patterns
that wowed the crowd.

We are all international

students; we are all
international people.

major from El Salvador, took
of the effort that made the

note

event

possible.

"You get to see all the hard
work the international students
put in," she said. "When you see
the crowd enjoying it, it makes you
feel good."
Meeshu Almogait and Abdullah
AJjudibi are both freshman international students from Saudi Arabia
who volunteered by selling raffle
tickets, which raised money for
the ISC.
Aljudibi, an accounting major,
explained why the ISC believes it
is important for students to come
to the International Dinner.
"They want American students
to be familiar with international
countries," said Almogait.
Several other events throughout
the week led up to the dinner on

Saturday.
Stephen Sundborg, SJ
SU President

The final act was performed by
Show Brazil—a Brazilian music,
dance and martial arts group
with reggae-inspired tunes. As the
energetic music picked up, dozens
of students took part in the celebration by dancing on the side of
the stage.
The event was staffed by dozens of volunteers, many of whom
were international students. Nelsy
Gutierrez, a freshman journalism
—

One such

event was

"Teas and

Calligraphy," held on Wednesday,
Jan. 23. The event was sponsored
by the Middle Eastern Cultures
and Languages Club, or MCL,
and featured

a

demonstration

on

calligraphy in Arabic, Japanese
and Chinese.
Participants had the opportunity to practice the word "heart"
in Arabic, their zodiac signs in
Chinese, and their names in
Japanese while snacking on ethnic
foods and sipping Arabic coffee or
green tea.
MCL president Nazir Harb, a

The Spectator

Attendees listen as Faizi Ghodsi, ISC director, speaks to the power of conning together over dinner.

Isaac

The Spectator

Ginsberg

Nu Ri Han, left, greets Balkis Hassane at the International Dinner.
fifth year senior majoring in sociology and international studies, saw
the event as a great way to introduce
others to the club and teach them
about the "aesthetic beauty" of the
Arabic language.
"We want to expose them to a
part of Arabic that is easily accessible," he said.
Harb also noted that teaching
Japanese and Chinese calligraphy at
the same time was a great way to appreciate the similarities between the
cultures, and bring about a positive
association for the Middle East, a
name which often brings up negative images.
"It's beautiful to have Chinese,
Japanese and Arabic side by side,"
he said.
Kelsey Shroyer, a sophomore forensic psychology major, expressed
what she liked about the event as
she sipped green tea.
"I love tea, and I'm really interested in learning how to write
Arabic more artistically," she said.
On Wednesday, members of
the "Orgullo P'urhepecha," an
organization representing an indigenous people of Mexico, performed a traditional dance. Called
"Danza de los Viejitos," it means
"Dance of the Old Men," and
represents an important aspect of
P'urhepecha culture.
Friday's events included a
Hatha yoga session and a dim sum
lunch in the International District.
Participants were able to try some
of these Chinese "little dishes" at an

off-campus restaurant.
Father Stephen Sundborg

summed up the feelings of the
week by reminding everyone at the
International Dinner of how increasingly global our world is."We are all international students; we are all international
people," he said.

Kelly can be reached at
glennk@seattleu.edu

The Steven Klein Company

www.stevenklein.com

Not ready for the LSAT?
We are the Steven Klein Company, LSAT Specialists. After
18 years and 4,500 students,
there probably isn't anyone
who knows more about this test
or how to teach it than we do.
That is why Steven still leaches
all his own classes. That is why
you should call us. Our nine
week course features 36 hours
of class time with weekly help
sessions, seven mock exams and
assistance with the application
process for the reasonable price
Of $995. We can answer any
LSAT question let us prove it.
Call now for a free seminar.
206-524-4915
-
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Steves delivers passionate, political speech on trave
Sara Bernert
Staff Writer
Travel expert and public broadcasting icon Rick Steves told a
packed Pigott Auditorium to travel
with a "political purpose" last
Tuesday night. In addition to offering advice on the best ways to
see the world, Steves also gave his
opinion on terrorism, drug use and
the downside of living in a "hypermaterialistic" country.
"Travel is, and should be, a political act," said Steves. "Our country is pretty isolated. It's clear to me
that we have quite a few challenges
to face, and bringing back the perspectives of people in other countries can help."

Travel is, and should
be, a political act.
Rick Steves
Travel Expert

and learn about the rest of the
world, then come back and help
the rest of us keep up with this ever
smaller planet."
His politically charged presentation was met with resounding applause from students and cautious
approval from staff.
"A lot of people can't talk about
these issues because they are afraid
of losing their jobs," said Steves
in regards to his comments about
the war on drugs, "but I can talk
about them."
Steves' two hour presentation
was stopped somewhat abruptly
by Paul Milan, an international
studies professor, who rushed
quickly onto the stage and halted
Steves' energetic endorsement to
legalize marijuana.
"Well, that's just about all the
time we have this evening," Milan
said, bringing laughter from Steves
and the crowd.
A brief question and answer session followed the speech. One student asked Steves why—with his
love and admiration for Europe
he keeps coming back to the
United States.
"Jon Stewart" he joked in reply. "But seriously, there are a lot
of things you can do in America
that you wouldn't be able to do in
Europe. I love my business and the
game of entrepreneurship; there's
more freedom for that here."
Afterward Steves gave away
maps, his "Best of Europe 2008"
catalogue and a small booklet of his
memoirs. He also signedautographs
and posed for pictures.
"I've been a Rick Steves fan for a
long time," said junior social work
major Victoria Lehde. "He's an awesome man and I agree with all of
the social changes he talked to us
about tonight."
Some students felt that Steves
had helped broaden their horizons
during the course of his speech.
—

The Spectator

Rick Steves, a world-renowned travel expert, addresses a crowd in the Pigott Auditorium last Tuesday.

upcoming events
I

£•!

BHH

Don't be afraid of the

iliiilS

;

J i
I

OSCICK GGICJ

wed, jan 30
schafer auditorium

@

Bpm

world, celebrate it.

"It was an extremely inspiring speech; he was an amazing
speaker," said freshman chemistry major Mike Bower. "He
opened our eyes [...] to different
points of view. We should travel
with a greater purpose than just
seeing places."
"He inspired me travel and be
more aware how small my world
is," added sophomore nursing major Bessie Sycip.
The speech was part of the
International Week, and took place
one day prior to Seattle University's
EducationAbroad Fair. The fair attracted a large amount ofstudents,
many of whom had gone to the
presentation the night before and
felt inspired to take the next step
to travel abroad.
The large turnout seems to show
that students took Steves' main
point away with them: "Don't be
afraid of the world, celebrate it."

Sara can be reached at
bemerts@seattleu.edu
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Rick Steves

dangerous thing."
On the topic of terrorism, he
remarked that over 12 million
Americans traveled to Europe
last year and none were killed
by terrorists.
Steves insisted terrorism isn't a
new development as he displayed
a picture of an ancient statue in
which a Christian soldier rode
above the freshly severed heads of
Muslim soldiers.
"As you can see, this war has been
going on for a long time. There has
always been terrorism and there always will be terrorism," he said. "We
just have different names for it."
Steves snubbed the idea
of Americans pretending
to be Canadians when they
travel overseas.
"I'm proud to be an American—l
don't need a little Canadian flag on
my backpack. Although, if I wereCanadian, I'd have one with little
flashing lights around it," he joked.
"But be proud to be an American
when you travel; be an ambassador for our country. Go out there

Braden VanDragt

;

Steves challenged his audience
be skeptical of what the media
and government say, and encouraged them to take a hard look at
their world views. The "magic" of
travel gives the voyager a better understanding of what is happening
in the world, as well as a greater
appreciation for art and history,
said Steves.
Political and philosophical
points aside, Steves offered solid advice for traveling: take public transportation, wear a money belt, don't
wait in long lines unnecessarily, talk
with the locals and try things you've
never tried before.
"Get out of your comfort
zone," he said. "That's what traveling is all about. Don't be afraid of
the uncertain."
Steves stressed there is no reason
to fear traveling.
"Your parents might try to worry
you, but traveling is safe. I've never
been anywhere where I had to hide
the fact that I'm an American," said
Steves. "You can travel anywhere—
even to France—and find that being
an American is not a negative or a
to
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Life after the residence hall: examining the options
Laurel Saito
Volunteer Writer
It's the dream of many college
students; to ditch the dorm and
upgrade to an apartment, to live in
a building with no RAs and to live
their own, to share a bathroom
with roommates, instead of an entire floor. It's the perfect scenario for
many, but dreams don't always come
true, and, considering the Seattle
housing market, this may be the
case for Seattle University students
living on a budget.
Future renters and students currently living off campus are beginning to realize that even with the
national housing market on a decline, Washington State continues to
see property appreciation. Because
there has been little change in overall
home values, Forbes Magazine rated
Seattle number one in dieir ranking
of "America's Most Stable Housing
Markets" in October oflast year.
That doesn't mean, however, that
those homes are cheap. The market,
however stable, is putting a pinch on
die wallets of both those at Seattle
U and across the city.
According to the Department
of Planning and Development—or
DPD—SO percent of Seattle residents are renters, which can be attributed to the high cost of longon

term

a goal," said Marie Wong, professor
the Institute of Public Service at
Seattle U. "But as long as housing
is a commodity of a private market
economy, what are the real chances
of this happening?"
Wong credits the high prices to
a combination of factors. Among
them is the desire of many to live
in the city in order to reduce commute time.
According to the American
AutomobileAssociation, fuel prices
are projected to reach $4 a gallon
by the summer. For many Seattle
residents, the choice to live in the
city is an attempt to reduce the
money spent on an increasingly
at

living.

"The Mayor and urban planners,
through community plans, always
advocate affordable housing that
responds to a diverse population as

expensive commute.
With lower-than-average inventory levels, little fluctuation in home
value and high job growth, Forbes
projected median house prices to increase this year, in contrast to slumping real estate nationwide.
According to Wong, the high
house prices are due to an expanding population and lack of
affordable units.
In 20 years, Seattle is expected
to add 100,000 new residents.
Additionally, DPD reported that
4,300 units of rental housing have
been converted into condos.
Wong observed the widespread
condominium conversion and development of new condominiums
over the last three years in Seattle,
attributed to the fact that available and developable land has
become scarce.

"Condominium conversion
Chris Cooper, the spokesman
offers the developer the ability for Capitol Hill Housing, which
to maximize profit for the sale of strives to keep housing costs down,
individual unit, advertise the hissaid that the organization is worktoric importance, conservation of ing to construct affordable housing
the building and relinquish the on the Hill.
"When we started as an orgalong-term hassle, headache, and expense of maintaining the building," nization, the Capitol Hill housing
market was completely opposite,"
said Wong.
According to Wong, although Cooper said. "Now we are trying
Seattle's median house prices have to maintain afrordability by buying
fallen slightly, condo rates have and building apartments to keep
been rising, defying the housprices down."
Nearby condo or apartment listing bubble and various other low

points in the market, and realtors
have been quick to recognize the
trend in die market.

If you're going to live in
the city, it will cost a lot.
Chris Cooper
Capitol Hill Housing Spokesman

is

to move off campus, as
veteran renters.

well

as

For one, affordable housing
in the Capitol Hill area is being

developed. Broadway Crossing,
the low income apartments above
Walgreen's on Broadway, was developed with strict environmental
standards and to help those transitioning from homelessness or earning incomes 60 percent or less of
King County's median income.

H

KM

Despite increasing prices, there
hope for both those that desire

Pi

ings for $1,250

a

month

are not

uncommon on Seattle

University's
off-campus housing listing, through
Housing and Residence Life. After
the initial shock one may wonder,
how realistic is it to move offcampus after all? The answer may
be surprising.
Many apartment buildings
near campus are priced steeply.
Clearwater Apartments, just south
of Campion Hall, offers studios
starting at $850, but other popular choices run much higher. The
Rianna Apartments, justacross 12th
Avenue from the Seattle University
campus, offer studios from $925.
Vantage Park Apartment, one block
from Campion on Terrace, has studios that begin at $1,100.
An alternative to off-campus
housing is living in Seattle U's
Murphy apartments. Because these
apartments come furnished, students who opt for diem save money
that might otherwise be spent on
Ikea furniture.

Although the common complaint for the on-campus apartments is cost, Murphy renters are
more than happy with the convenience of being close to campus.
Prices for a studio start at about
$855 a month.
"[For me] the cost was not a
major issue," junior international
studies major Laurel Wirth. "The

Murphys are reasonably priced
[and] living here is easier than
having to look for an apartment
off campus."
Cooper advises looking at other opportunities to reduce cost.
Contact local organizations such
as Capitol Hill Housing that offer
affordable living opportunities, he
said, or look at where the buildings
are located and what they offer.
At some locations, Cooper notes
there are chances for responsible individuals to become resident managers. Most offer free housing and
at some even a small stipend.
"SU students should be worried about finding a place to live
and paying rent in the near future,"
Cooper claims. "If you're going to
live in the city, it will cost a lot."
So whether you have already
found a place, or are still in theprocess of locating the perfect home
away from home, keep in mind
there are options. Unfortunately,
most require flexibility and more
money than one might expect.

Laurel can be reached at
saitol@seattleu.edu

BRAVO!
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT APPLAUDES
YOURACHEIVEMENTS!

Jackie Thomas
Senior
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ACTS OF LEADERSHIP:
Jackie has been the Women's Basketball Captain for three years
and currently has a position through Housing and Residence Life
as a Desk Assistant (DA). In addition to the commitment that
Jackie has shown to her own education, she has also been a
former OMA Peer Mentor and tutor and mentor through the
Rotary Boys and Girls Club, all while working on her studies in
the Sociology department.

Congratulations Jackie!

TO SUBMIT A NOMINATION
OR FOR MORE INFORMATION
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
http://www.seattleu.edu/leadership/bravo/nomlnation.asp
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Roman Christiaens
Volunteer Writer

Of

all the benefits the
Internet has provided—
expanded communication, more accessible global markets, improved data retrieval—the
surprising world of immediate information has affected almost every market, particularly the media.
Today non-experts can take precedence over the words of specialists through blogging, cell phones,
high-tech cameras and other
Internet tools.
Professional journalism has not
escaped the effects of this technology as print media has been
forced to rethink its foundation
and conventional methods of
information gathering.

Print journalism

will not disappear
anytime soon.
James Forsher
Communications Professor

"Print has been going through
metamorphosis over the last two
decades. You don't have to go back
that far to see a world that has
two or three newspapers in every
town," said James Forsher, associate professor of communication
at Seattle University. "Now you're
in a world, where, basically, except
for Seattle, most towns have only
a

one newspaper."

Traditional print media has
been transformed into outlets on
the Web, such as online publications and blogs, while newspapers
cope with a decline in advertising
and readership. This is not necessarily a new idea. Roger Simpson,

professor of journalism at the
University of Washington, thinks
that this is merely a spike in a
continuing pattern.

"Newspaper on paper use has
been declining for 100 years," said
Simpson. "What we're seeing now
is a somewhat faster than usual slippage in circulation, pushing the industry to re-invent part of itself as
an electronic medium."

Jeb Wyman, faculty advisor for
the Seattle Central Community
College student paper The City
Collegian, which has recently become a strictly online medium,
agrees that journalism is changing
and re-inventing itself, but not necessarily in a good way.
"I think all the news media, including print journalism, has been
drifting toward a less formal tone, a
lot more overt and a kind ofencoded
bias," said Wyman. "Readers tend to
like opinioned materials these days.
I think that has manifested in a lot
ofways in journalism."
Whether or not this idea of encoded bias is beneficial, newspapers
across the country are putting all of
their resources into an attempt to
keep up with the Internet game.
"The Internet has changed the
nature of news in the sense ofspeed
and immediacy, so stories diat may
take two or three days to write are
reported in an hour," said Forsher.
Simpson has seen a similarity in
the race against online news sources,
but thinks there are aspects ofprint
media vital to news that are not
quite being upheld or reciprocated
in online journalism.
"Printed journalism has lost
the time game already; the key is
not

the

tone,

but the quality of

the content for the news-on-paper
product," said Simpson.
Though there may be competition between print media and digital media, an integration of print
and online resources is already in
practice. However, it's not always
clear if that integration is beneficial
for traditional media.
"When I was in the Bay area,
a friend of mine was the Web site
administrator for the San Francisco
Chronicle. One day he said more
people read my Web site (SF Gate)
than read the print version of the
article. And I think that's really telling," said Forsher.
On a more specific level, college
student newspapers, particularly
community college newspapers,
seem to be receiving the short end
ofthis new journalism age. On Jan.
7, 2007, Amy Rolph, a reporter for
the Seattle P-I, wrote an article on
the absence of community college
newspapers due to decreased budgets and lack of interest, citing the
Polaris, North Seattle Community

College's newspaper, as a recent
community college paper to get the
axe because ofbudgetary issues.
The Sentinel, South Seattle
Community College's student
newspaper, went through last year
without publishing as the department tried to reinvent its image.
Betsy Berger, who was hired as an
advisor for the student newspaper
this year, claims that a lack of interest and formal training has limited her staff, and forced The City
Collegian to become a strictly online newspaper.
Still, she says the paper has not
been struggling with its budget,
and is experiencing outstanding
advertising support ever since the
publication went online.
"Right now I do not have an
editor-in-chief, and the only photographer that we have has had
absolutely no training in photojournalism," she said.
While some of this may be attributed to the absence of journalism classes at the community colleges, Forsher believes the younger
generation is attracted more to
online news.

NewM

past few years. Still, the

growing
trend within community colleges
unsettles her.
"We do not have plans of moving our newspaper online," said
Graces. "Community colleges aren't
getting the experience like much of
my staff. There is more to journalism than just writing articles."
What then, does the future hold
for print journalism? Will it remain
in some cases a combination of
digital and print news or will the
Internet eventually eradicate traditional journalism?
Simpson believes that print journalism, in the form of newspapers
and magazines, will withstand the
growth ofonline journalism.
Printed journalism
"Both will survive, but in different forms and with changing
has lost the time
audiences. Remember that the
largest circulation magazines of
the '40s and early '50s were Life,
already.
game
Look and Saturday Evening Post—
Roger Simpson all killed or changed radically by
UW Journalism Professor television. But many of the kinds
of content of those magazines
continue in other publications,"
"A lot ofit is age-based. Function said Simpson.
of age and how people were raised,"
According to Forsher, if one
said Forsher.
were to look at history, than this
Most of the older generation issue would already be settled.
"The age-old story oftechnology
grew up reading the newspaper
everyday; the current generation, is that when one technology comes,
however, is more wired and seems everyone looks at it and believes it
to depend upon the Internet for will replace the previous technology.
their information.
It hasn't; the radio is still with us...
There are a few exceptions to things evolve, things change, but
the decline of community college different technologies are like giants
newspapers. According to Simpson, boats, they don't disappear that easThe University ofWashington's stu- ily. However the usage patterns do
dent newspaper, The Daily, is actu- change," said Forsher. "Print jourally increasing its print run for the nalism will not disappear anytime
soon. It might evolve, but it will
year of 2008.
Likewise Sage Graces, editor for not disappear."
the Jibsheet, Bellevue Community
College's student newspaper, Roman can be reached at
has seen advertising go up in the christiB@seattleu.edu

Blogs

compete

ithw profesinal

Print media facing changes

While 8 percent
Americans say they re
blogs, most of these pc
ings are so irrelevant they will ne
be read.
But Seattle's neighborho
blogs are different. They distr
ute information—from the b:
ken water main down the street
the details of the latest burglary
the convenience store —in an
tremely local area that's pertinent
their readers.
And while there is nothing of
terest for him today, reporters 1
Wong have begun to regularly ch<
these blogs for tips, relying on th
close connections to neighborhoc
to divulge information that may i
be heard on the police scanner.—
anywhere else, for that matter.
Indeed, these town-criers are
without an audience. The W
Seattle Blog reports more th
11,000 page views a day—tw
that of the local newspaper, i
West Seatde Herald.
In fact, the popularity
these neighborhood blogs ii

B

i
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nationwide development.
"Neighborhoods produce r
news," says Don Smith, interact
ity editor at die Post-Intelligenc
"And everyone there wants
The big trend right now is
hyper-local news."
Capitol Hill Seattle blogj

Justin Carder couldn't agree

mo

He changed careers after his bJ
experienced tremendous success
Carder, 33, was a senior prc
uct planner at Microsoft ur
2007, when his neighborhood b

J

"
'
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Braden VanDragt
The Spectator
The Spectator is printed at
Pacific Publishing, one of
Seattle's few independent
publishing companies. In
addition to printing The
Spectator, UW's The Daily

and SPU's Falcon, Pacific
Publishing also prints several
high school publications
and local neighborhood
newspapers. These
non-automated printing
presses take approximately
six and a half minutes to print
2000 issues ofThe Spectator.

The Spectator
strives to expand
publication online
Rose Egge
Features Editor
fter 75 years in existence,
The Spectator faces a dual
\_ reality. While it doesn't
seem that our print publication will
disappear any time soon, it must
make necessary changes to adhere
to the digital world of new media
and reader expectations.
As print readership continues to
decline, along with ad revenues, at
The Spectator, we are increasingly
aware of the threats facing print
journalism.
However, college publications
have unique goals. Being student
run, the publishers' focus is geared
more toward honest reporting and
the learning process than profit
margins. They are not designed to
make money, and typically rely on
advertising dollars to do little more
:

m*'

than meet the bottom line.
Still, while college newspapers
do not depend as heavily on advertisement earnings and generally
survive readership fluctuations,
student publications are also being
forced into change and adapt to
the increasing popularity of online
news and the blogosphere.

of attracted so much attention he was
"It's not rock and roll," says
read recruited by Marchex, an online Carder of his blog posts. "It's
minutiae—it's just part of life in
post- advertising company.
never
Now Carder, who has a bach- my neighborhood."
Carder's posts range from a cauelor's degree in journalism, is the
tiood director of blogging at Marchex, cus meeting at a local coffee shop to
strib- which is developing a network of asking readers for baby name sugbro- nationwide neighborhood blogs gestions for his first child.
:et to for every zip code. He helps other
Miller Park Seattle blogger
uy at neighborhood "kid reporters" get Andrew Taylor says he started postn ex- their blog started, often connect- ing his thoughts on a Web site in
;ntto ing them with advertisers so their order to circulate important neighwork is profitable.
borhood information and build
ofincommunity. It wasn't until 2007
that Taylor started his blog, after
s like
:heck Bloggers think
being "dragged into it" by Carder.
their
But Taylor has discovered the
loods reporting is easy
blog is much easier to maintain
than a Web site, and he's realized
ynot
his blog can be an advocate for
3—or [...] But it's not.
the neighborhood.
aren't
Brad Wong
Lately, Taylor, a scientist by
West
Seattle P-l Reporter day at Fred Hutchinson Cancer
than
Research Center, has been utiliztwice
ing his blog and community meetthe
Making money from his blog ings to reconstruct the Capitol
would have been just a dream two Hill Community Council. Other
y of years ago for Carder, who began posts detail the plans of Operation
is a local blogging when he lived in Streetlight, a volunteer program
Seattle's Belltown neighborhood.
in which Taylor and his neighbors
: real
"My hobby grew into a job," he will commit to reporting burnt out
ictiv- chuckles, "that pays well."
street lights while asking the city
:ncer.
In his spare time, Carder usually for more.
cs it. updates Capitol Hill Seattle (CHS)
"I thought I could bring a little
is in at least once a day from the comfort more attention to an area that needs
that attention," says Taylor.
of his home.
Both Carder and Taylor say
>gger
Sitting in his red and white easy
chair
he
exwhile
local news agencies have
nore.
holding his Macßook,
hlog plains it's the everydaylife perspective tried, they have failed to report
and personable writing that makes enough about neighborhoods
'SS.
>rod- his blog popular. Last month, CHS throughout the city.
until had more than 30,000 page views
"It's a shame that they've
bloa_ and 700 subscribers to its feeds.
dropped the ball," says Carder
t

.

•,

of the Seattle Times and Post-

Intelligencer's "lacking" neighborhood coverage.
But this is typical—and unfounded—criticism, say reporters.
"Bloggers think reporting
easy,"
Wong scoffs. "But it's
is
not. All bloggers do is just link
and criticize."
Wong and other professional
journalists say bloggers don't live
to high ethical standards, are frequendy inaccurate, circulate rumor
and often just don't write well.
"We don't expect our bloggers to
behave like journalists," says Smith
of the numerous blog writers the
P-I's Web site hosts. "But we would
really appreciate it if they did."
Wong argues many bloggers
don't even write for an audience—
because they don't have one.
In comparison, Smith says,
the Seattle P-I has been known
to get 600,000 page views in a

single day.
Carder agrees bloggers should
have discipline and standards. He
oftenrelies on the Associated Press
writing style guidelines when preparing a post.
But just because they may not
be the most professional writings,
Carderfeels the future of journalism
lies in blogs—not newspapers.
"There's going to be a real quality issue in the future of journalism," he says. "But I'd rather have
the multitude of voices that blogs
offer than so few like today."
Joshua can be reached at
lynchji ©seattleu.edu

Online Editor during fall quarter
update the site and encourage online interactivity, such as
blogging.
Unfortunately, our online editor
has moved on, and widi a current
staff which is already stretched thin
with weekly publication, our focus
has been maintained on developing a premier print edition, while
placing our online presence on die
back burner.
While no viable solution seems
available for die time being, diere is
an awareness that a reputable online
counterpart has become a necessity
for a respectable print publication.
to

Seattle Centra! Community
College, along with nearly all
community colleges in the region,
recently converted their print
edition to an online only publication, where they have experienced increased readership and
advertising revenues.
Fortunately, it is unlikely that
The Spectator will experience a similar fate. For one, Seatde Central
converted to an online format after
experiencing staffing problems with
few students interested in journalism. At Seattle University, our journalism program is expanding and
looks to attract more scholars and
professors than it has in the past
resulting in greater potential forfull
staffs in die future.
Nonedieless, that staff will need
to be well equipped with multimedia and online skills to keep up with
reader trends. Efforts have been
I made on this year's staff to do
so, although you might
not know it by looking
—

At The Spectator, we

are increasingly aware
of the threats facing

print journalism.
But there is also a sense of security in the ritualistic aspect of a
campus print paper. Online pub-

lications could never recreate the
anticipation of a print product
thatphysically appears oncea week.
The online medium is 24/7 by nature, and could never replicate die
habit that picking up a paper every
Thursday morning creates. What's
more, the print publication is more
visible, literally at die door step of
most campus buildings.
Then again, diey probably said
the same thing about readers receiving daily pages on dieir front
porches, and here we are—in a city
where there are diree times as many
unique visitors to dieSeatde Times
and Seatde P-I Web sites than their
print paper's circulation.
The tangible copy of The
Spectator will not go by die wayside
in riie foreseeable future. However,
it is essential that we continue to
develop and promote our online
and muldmedia presence, not only
for the sake of our readers, who deserve tiie mediums ofa professional
publication, but also for our staff,
who must continually hone the ever
changing skills ofbecoming a pro-

Web site. For fessional journalist.
the first time the
publication Rose can be reached at
hired an eggee@seattJeu.edu
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Upcoming Events
Thursday, January 31
The Decemberists,
Builders & Butchers
8 p.m.
Moore Theatre, $34

Friday, February 1
D. Black, Grayskul, The
Physics
7 p.m.
Chop Suey, $7
The Jam
8 p.m.

Moore Theatre, $20-$25
Bullet In Your Head, Low
Thin Square
8 p.m.
Showbox SoDo, $10, 21+

Sunday, February 3
Haste The Day, Scary
Kids Scaring Kids

7 p.m.
El Corazon, $15

Monday, February 4
James Blunt, Sara
Bareilles
8 p.m.

Moore Theatre, $30
The Black Dahlia Murder,
3 Inches Of Blood
8 p.m.

El Corazon, $17
Editors, Hot Hot Heat
7 p.m.
Showbox, $17
Black Lips, Pierced

Arrows,
8 p.m.
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Decemberists warm your winter blues
Lauren Padgett
Managing Editor
Last winter, the Decemberists
warmed me up with their
Paramount performance. Echoing
through the large concert hall were
the sweet, melancholy sounds of a
Hammond organ, string bass, large
accordion and even bouzouki, all
reminiscent of a different time and
place in the world, somewhat exotic, yet comforting in its own way.
With intricate wall tapestries
hung behind them—large, red,
Asian-inspired circle bulb lamps
above and instruments ofall kinds
strewn around—the Decemberists
put on a fantastic show. They are
eclectic, quirky and every adjective
in between, a romantic mix of progressive pop music and old-world
love ballads.
The Decemberists boast five
members who play over 10 instruments altogether, from viola to
banjo. Pianist, accordionist, keyboardist and back up vocalist Jenny
Conlee was my favorite to watch
during last years performance—her
stage presence is electric, her musi-

cianship impeccable.
The concert came right after
the release of "The Crane Wife"
(Capitol Records, 2006) and a
majority of the set included songs
off that album. However, the
Decemberists currently have a
new album is in the works, with
a tentative release date sometime
next year, so it's possible they will
perform brand new material at the
Moore Theater show.
The Decemberists hail from
Portland, OR. and derive their
name from the Russian Decembrist
revolt. They often begin their
performances with the National

Courtesy The

Decemberists

The Decemberists disappointed fans in the fall when they cancelled "The Long and Short of It" tour after
one band member fell ill. They will play at The Moore Wednesday, Jan. 30 and Thursday, Jan. 31.
Anthem of the Soviet Union and
mentions of the revolt are scattered
throughout dieir songs. The month
of December, often a gloomy and
introspective time of the year, is
also credited as an inspiration.
The uniqueness of the group
may come in large part from front
man Colin Meloy. Originally
from Montana, Meloy attended
the University of Oregon before
returning to his home state to receive an

undergraduate degree

in

creative writing from the University
of Montana. His lyrics are epic
stories, sometimes political, often
about the exploits of protagonists
from another time. Songs like "My
Mother was a Trapeze Artist" and
"From My Own True Love (Lost at
Sea)" go to great lengths to achieve

die aura and feel of an ancient poem
ballad. The use of rare and oftconsidered outdated instruments
only highlight the nuances of
the music.
Since "The Crane Wife" peaked
on the Billboard Charts at 35, the
group has appeared on many television shows, including a famous
run-in with Stephen Colbert, who
challenged the group to a "green
screen" face-off. Talk of the band
was reaching a stellar high at
this time last year and international dates were stacking up for
"The Long and Short of It" tour.
Unfortunately, an unidentified
member of the band became ill
and the band ultimately cancelled
all their U.S. and European dates,
which led many critics to question
or

The Decemberists staying power.
True to form, however, the
band promised a new album and
tour dates, a guarantee they have
kept thus far. Their fans seem dedicated and continue to support the
group, evident through message
boards and Web postings scattered
around Seattle promoting the upcoming local shows.
If you haven't checked out
The Decemberists already, do so.
Their music is not only intelligent;
it's charming and pleasing to listen to.

They perform

two

nights

the Moore Theater this week:
Weds. Jan. 30 and Thurs. Jan. 31.
Tickets are $30.
at

Lauren can be reached at
padgettl@seattleu.edu

Audio Input: Chop Suey gets HEALTHY

Neumo's, $13, 21+

Matthew Martell
VolunteerWriter

Tuesday, February 5
The Cops, Kinski
8 p.m.
Neumo's, $8, 21+

Friday, February 1
through March 1
As You Like It
Taproot Theatre

Through March 29
Matt McCormick
Hedreen Gallery

Through April 27
R. Crumb's Underground
Frye Art Museum

When mankind masters artificial intelligence, and the technology we praise so highly succeeds in
overthrowing us, HEALTH will be
the soundtrack to the evil robotic
revolution. With their dissonant,
synthetic, polyrhythmic music,
this Los Angeles quartet is redefining noise music, making it louder,
more explosive and more dynamic
than ever before.
Their set on Thursday night, part
of Chop Suey's Clup Pop! Series,
left fans begging for more, and introduced the rest of an unfamiliar
crowd brimming with Seattle club
kids to a kind of music they were
completely unprepared for.
Club Pop! shows differ from
most live concerts in Seattle for
various reasons. While bands set
up and break down their sets, live
DJs spin. In Thursday's case, DJs
Colby 8., Glitterpants and David
Wolf allowed the 18 and up crowd
to dance the night away in an

specifically catered
the under age demographic.
Unfortunately, Thursday's Club
Pop! DJ sets were heavy on club
and light on pop. Despite some
interesting mash-ups featuring
pop gems like Annie's "Heartbeat"
and Feist's "1234," the majority of
the music spun was typical dance
floor fodder—half a dozen Daft
Punk tracks mashed together with
half a dozen Justice tracks, the occasional Alan Braxe mix, a single
groove by Ricardo Villalobos, and
enough M.I.A. to make the audience want to move to Sri Lanka and
start a revolution.
That said, the monotony of
the house music rigmarole was
massacred and left for dead when
HEALTH mounted the stage.
Though their set time was limited
to half an hour, they pumped out
more energy than most in attendance had ever thought possible in
such a short period of time.
And though they certainly
channel the noise-rock aesthetics
of more acclaimed bands like Liars
environment

to

and Boredoms, HEALTH still
manages to stand out in its typically
homogenous genre due in large
part to the use of their trademark
instrument, the zoothorn. Three
of the four band members came
equipped with this bizarre device, a
microphone strung dirough a series
ofguitar pedals and fed into amplifiers. By whistling, whispering and
screaming into their zoothorns and
then waving the devices in front of
their amps like batons, HEALTH
managed to craft some of the most
inhuman, incredible, overdriven
bits of noise and feedback one is
liable to ever hear.
Additionally, HEALTH defines
their live performances with furious displays of percussive force,
every member of the band taking
on drumming duties at one point
or another in the course ofa night.
Their rhythms are so precise and
mechanical that simply watching
them recreate in a live environment
is well worth the price ofadmission
to one of their shows. These men
are machines; they show no signs

of fatigue whatsoever during their
performances, each member often
dancing around during his respective downtime in any given song.
The duties of each member of
HEALTH are uniquely diversified
and equalized, creating a harmony
and sense of collectivism on stage
that forces the audience to watch
the band perform as a unit, rather
than simply focusing on any one
particular part. Watching HEALTH
exposes the concertgoer to so many
aesthetic pleasures that the brain is
almost unable to process them all

night.
Shifting seamlessly from robot-

in one

rock

animal instinct noisetribal drum and dance
ceremony, they are certainly the up
and coming band to watch in the
noise rock world today. Their debut self-titled album is out now on
Lovepump United records and was
assuredly one of the loudest and
most interesting releases of 2007.
to

wailing

to

Mathew can be reached at
martellm@seattleu.edu
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SPOTS ON THE HILL Record store supports local scene
Matthew Martell
Volunteer Writer
Are you tired of box

stores

and

corporate chains

pocketing your
hard-earned cash just because you
want to buy some good ol' fashioned
tunes? Are you disenchanted by the
typical music stores inability to cater
to your non-traditional tastes? Are
you sick of having to toil online for
hours just to find an affordable copy
of that limited-edition, vinyl-only
release by your favorite band?
Ifyou answered yes to all of these
questions, you are in luck! Located
right on Capitol Hill is the music
mecca of Seattle: Wall of Sound.
Standing on the cutting edge of music, Wall ofSound is more than just
a niche market store for fans and
lovers of all varieties of music.
Started in 1990 by Mark Sullo
and Eric Hoffman as a single section of music located in the Art in
Form bookstore in Belltown, Wall
of Sound has grown into a fullblown juggernaut of a record store,
offering some of the best and most
interesting music one can find anywhere in Seatde.
"They had some of the weirdest stuff I'd ever seen," current coowner Jeffery Taylor says, reminiscing about his first experience with
Wall of Sound back in the '90s.
"I knew from my first time in the
store that I had to be involved widi
it in some way." Taylor got his wish
and was quickly hired to work one

day a week in exchange for records.
A Cornish graduate, Taylor balanced his budding commitment
to Wall of Sound with an art job,
eventually moving up to half-time

employment.
When it came time to turn die
store over to new management,

Taylor and his business

partner

Michael Ohlenroth decided to
carry on the torch and continued
developing the store with a mission
their Web site describes as "culling
through the mountains of new and
reissued product to offer you the finest selection of music available."
True to their word, Wall of
Sound brings the customer just
that—amazing and groundbreaking
music that is actually worth hearing. Offering virtually every kind
of musical media one can imagine,
Wall ofSound is truly notable for
its staggering new and used vinyl
selections, as well as for affordable
and diverse CD shelves, giving it an
all-encompassing and reminiscent
sort of sentimentality most stores
would kill for.
"We know that certain customers want their music exclusively on
vinyl, so we definitely try and cater
to that," explains Taylor.
The shop's willingness to accommodate the wants and needs of
their customerssets diem apart from
the rest of the pack in the record
store world.
If you can't find what you're
looking for on the store's shelves,

International Dinner

Wall of Sound helps local artists by stocking independent albums and hosting in store shows. They are
located on the West side of Capitol Hill at 315 E. Pine St. near the intersection of Pine and Melrose.
do not be discouraged. Though
the store is tailored specifically to
the music market, Wall of Sound
takes special orders of all kinds—
including movies—and Taylor and
Ohlenroth are two of the most personable music aficionados one is
likely to encounter in all ofSeattle.
Wall ofSound helps expand musical horizons in addition to providing quality service and selection to
their customers. It is one of the few
places a customer can go in the city
today where the guys at the counter
will provide suggestions of similar
artists dieir customers can pick up,
and write reviews for some of the

The Spectator

A local group of Northern Indian Bhangra dancers preformed at the International Dinner on Saturday, Jan. 26.
The International Dinner is one of the most anticipated
events of the year. To read more turn to page 5.

records diey can't stop spinning. Best
of all, Wall of Sound gives back to
their regulars widi a frequent buyers program. For every 12 purchases
totaling over $10 the customer receives $20 in store credit.
Wall ofSound is also notable for
its involvement in the local music
scene. The store consistently stocks
exclusive releases from Seattle musicians, and sponsors a monthly
concert series bringing local musicians, like Kinski or Tiny Vipers,
and more widely known acts, such
as Sir Richard Bishop, Xiu Xiu to
die forefront. Best of all, die bands
are the only ones who profit from

the monthly shows. Taylor explains,
"Most people don't realize this, but
all the profits made at our concerts
go directly to the bands who performed that evening."
The next time the music-buying
bug hits you, stop your feet from
traveling toward a chain store, and
take a detour down Pine toward
the freeway. Your travels will be
rewarded when you tuck into Wall
of Sound, the best little music
store you'll find for miles around
on the Hill.
Mathew can be reached at
martellm@seattleu.edu

Book-It mixes literature, drama
Sara Bernert
Staff Writer

Jackie Canchola

The Spectator

Jackie Canchola

As the actors began their first
scene last Wednesday at the Central
Library auditorium, an audience
member leaned over to his friend
and whispered, "Is this theater, or
book on tape?"
Many patrons at the Central
Library's preview of "Persuasion"
were caught off-guard by the unusual presentation of the story. Unlike
most plays, this world-premiere adaptation ofJane Austens final novel
incorporates narration alongside
dialogue. It feels like one is watching a play and listening to an audio
book at the same time.
"The goal ofBook-It is to transform great literature to great theater, while preserving—as much as
possible—the original feel of that
literature," explained Myra Platt,
co-artistic director of Book-It and
director of the play.
"Persuasion" follows die story of
Anne Elliott, a woman from a high
class family, and her undying devotion to Captain Wentworth, a lowly
sailor. When they were younger,
the two fell desperately in love and
planned to marry, but were stopped
by Anne's family. Now, eight years
later, Anne and Captain Wentworth
meet again and must struggle with
their desire for one anodier and die
social conventions that have kept
them apart.
Having characters narrate the
events as they happen is a little odd
at first, but for novels as dense as
Jane Austen's—which have very
litde actual dialogue—this unique

to telling the story seems
It requires a bit more attention from the audience in order to
separate what is being said out loud
from what is being narrated.
"One of our biggest challenges
[in writing the script] was determining how much die characters should
narrate," said Colin Byrne, one of
the two Seattle playwrights who
adapted the novel for the stage.

approach
to work.

The goal of BookIt is to transform
great literature to
great theatre, while

preserving [...]
the original feel.
Myra Piatt
Book-It Theater Company

Platt added that the Book-It
style oftheater is very cinematic, as
they get to experiment with points
of view like different camera shots
in a movie.

That cinematic style will be
even more evident in this production, as "Persuasion" is being
done in-the-round, or with seating on every side with the stage
in the center.
Although only three scenes were
presented at the night's preview,
all the characters were deliciously
diverse and lively, each bringing

an enjoyable flavor to the production. Their confident grip on the
transitions between dialogue and
narration allowed for an easy and
understandable flow, and the actors
seemed to have a lot of fun.
"Personally, I find the narrative
easier to act than the dialogue, most
of the time," said Carol Roscoe,
who plays the youngest of Anne's
sisters. "One of my favorite lines in
the show is: 'and then she ate a cold
meat,' which is simple by itself, but
there are a lot of opportunities to
experiment with it."
The narration also allows for the
audience to see aspects of the characters that would otherwise remain

unspoken.
"It basically allows us to speak
our thoughts, which you don't normally see on the stage. It makes for
a more layered production," added
Frank Lawler, who plays Charles
Musgrove.
Book-It's preview was received
well by audience members, who
look forward to seeing the final

production.
"They seemed

to stay pretty

Austen's style," said Jamie
Morris, long-time Jane Austen fan.
"I will definitely check out the final
play when it opens."
"Persuasion" opens at the Center
House Theatre on Feb. 8 and runs
though March 2. Students can receive discount tickets with their
school ID. There are also three "pay
what you will" preview nights from
Feb. 5 to Feb. 7.
true to

Sara can be reached at
bemerts@seattleu.edu
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Poor shooting leads to 45-38 loss

Upcoming Events

Mike Baldwin
Staff Writer

Thursday January 31,

Just three weeks ago, the Seattle
U men's basketball team was a highscoring, defending conference
champion ranked seventh in the
nation with high hopes not just for
the upcoming GNAC season, but
for the national tournament.
On Thursday night against
Alaska-Anchorage, they looked
anything but.
The Redhawks suffered through
a 27 percent shooting night, its
lowest all season, and dropped its
fourth game in its last five with
a 45-38 loss to ninth-ranked

Swimming vs.
Washington
12:00 p.m.
Federal Way Aquatic Center
Women's basketball vs.
Saint Martins
7:00 p.m.
Connolly Center

Men's basketball at
Central Washington
7:30 p.m.
Ellensburg, Wash.

Washington men's

Alaska-Anchorage.

basketball vs. Stanford

Seattle U simply could not find
offensive flow, a trend in recent
weeks. The Redhawks made only
13 field goals, including just six in
the second half.
"When it comes to shooting the
ball, we're so tight," said Callero.
"We had a bunch of short shots
just hang on the rim. The more of
those shots you miss, the harder the
next one becomes. When you miss
a three-foot putt, the next threefoot putt is that much tougher."
Seattle U started its smallest
lineup of the season in an attempt
to mix things up. Although the
group contained several longrange shooters, the Redhawks only
managed to shoot 7 of 25 in the
first half.
"We thought we might have a
little more quickness, a little more
spacing," said Callero of the lineup
change. "At this point, you have to
start tinkering with the lineup a
little bit."
Despite its woes from the field,

7:00 p.m.
Hec Edmundson Pavillion

an

Washington State men's
basketball vs. California
7:00 p.m.
Pullman, Wash.

Saturday February 2,
Men's basketball at
Western Washington
7:00 p.m.
Bellinghman, Washington
Women's basketball vs.
Western Oregon
7:00 p.m.
Connolly Center

Washington State men's
basketball vs. Stanford

12:00 p.m.
Pullman, Wash.

the Seattle U defense kept the game
close, continuing to show why it is
one of the best in the conference.
The Redhawks held the highscoring Seawolves to an equally
poor shooting night, as AlaskaAnchorage shot only 35 percent,
including just 3 of 15 on from the
three-point arc.
"Our defense is not the problem right now," said senior Ryan
Coldren, who led the team with 13
points. "It's our offense where we
just can't seem to get a flow. We're
missing easy baskets."
Both teams seemed to lack any
rhythm on the scoring end, as the
haJftime score was 17-17. Seattle U
took a 20-17 lead to start the second
half on a Leigh Swanson three-point
play. But Alaska Anchorage used a
6-0 run to regain the advantage.
The game was again knotted at
25-25 after Swanson split a pair of
free throws. Again the Seawolves
opened up the lead, taking its largest lead of the game with a 33-25
advantage. Seattle U fought back,
but could get no closer than 3,
when Alaska-Anchorage leading
scorer Carl Arts hit a short jumper
as the shot clock expired to push
the lead to five with only one
minute left.
The Seawolves entered the game
undefeated in Division II play, with
its three losses this year all com-

ing against D-I opponents. The
win was their 12th in a row and
moved them to 6-0 in GNAC play.
The Redhawks dropped to 2-5 in
the conference.
"You've got to give diem credit,"

said Coldren. "They're a great team,
they know how to win."
With a team as young as

Clara Ganey

The Spectator

Senior Ryan Cauldron attempts to shoot the ball over a Seawolf defender. The Redhawks shot only 27 percent from the field.
the Redhawks, concerns have
amounted over how they will respond to the rough patch. Callero
stressed that the team has lost no
intensity in practice and, although
disappointed, has managed to
remain optimistic.
"I think they have high

expectations for themselves," said
Callero. "They want to repeat [last
year's success.] They're a great group
of guys that come to practice. We
just have to get back at it."
Mike can be reached at
baldi 799@seattleu.edu

Ski n' Snowboard Club allows easy access to slopes
about," said Gockel.
Other members echo this

Justin Najar
Staff Writer

sentiment.

The Ski n' Snowboard Club
at Seattle University is welcoming new members to ski and
snowboard with.
"We've increased our numbers
exponentially; I actually think the
club has doubled since we changed
it to the Ski and Board Club. Last
year it was just the snowboarding
club, but we wanted to be more inclusive," said club president Kaeli

Gockel.
On Saturday, Jan. 19, the club
had its first event of the year. The
club

went

up

to

the summit

at

Snoqualmie. All 30 spots available
for the trip were filled.
However, the number ofpeople
who go on the trips are not as important as the overall experience.
"Increasing numbers isn't necessarily the goal of the club. Its goal is
to increase community, so we're really excited to have 30 people come
up, but even if there were only five,
as long as we're all building community, and meeting new people,
and finding people to ride on the
mountains with, that's what it's all

"I'm excited to spend time with
my fellow ski-and-boarders," said

freshman Cael Anacker.
Gockel hopes the club can have
which will involve

many
more members of the club and
raise awareness of it around campus, but the main activity will be
events

snow-related.
"We're hoping to have movie
night where we watch either our
Snowboard Club movie that
we make or more professional
ones, barbeques, increasing activity on campus, but mainly, our
events are going up to the slopes,"
own

said Gockel.
For some members, the things
that excite them most are simple
things about the club.
"I'm just excited about setting
out to do something I love to do,
and meeting new people who love
to do what I do," said sophomore
Alex Jandrisevits.
Though the club wants to hit
the snow often, this should not imply that the club is just for those
who are experienced on the slopes.

Anyone is welcome to come, and
provided they have the money,
many activities are available to
people who have never even skied
or snowboarded.
According to junior John Bush,
the vice-president of the club,
packages are available for begin-

which include three lessons,
three rentals, and three lift tickets,
all for $100 total.
ners,

I'm just excited
about setting out to
do something I love

to do, and meeting
new people.
Alex Jandrisevits
Sophomore

The Summit at Snoqualmie,
where the group went this past
Saturday, offers a similar package
for about $ 100 dollars, also.
Skiing

or

snowboarding brings

with it the possibility of experiencing an avalanche. As reported
in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer,
eight people have died so far this
season in avalanches in Washington
State, making it one of the deadliest
seasons in the past 30 years.
"The locations that we go are
very, very safe and there's little to no
risk of avalanches whatsoever because they're highly populated areas
where things are machine-groomed.
We don't do much boarding or skiing in the back country. We stick to
thesafe zones that are man-made as
opposed to wild back-country runs
that are much more prone to avalanches," said Bush.
However, simply because
the club does not already venture out into the wild does not
mean that it is ruled out from a
possible activity.
"If people show interest in that
sort of thing, we'd have to look into
it strongly, but at the same time,
we'd have to ensure that safety
classes are taken, and people know
exactly what to do when you're in
the back country," said Bush.
Since the club is relatively new,
according to Gockel, its leadership

and

structure are not fully developed. Because of this, elections are

be held in the near-future for
positions within the club.
"Though tentative, positions
may include activity event coorto

dinator, advertising coordinator,
fundraising coordinator, and some
sort of partnership coordinator,
where we can develop relationships
with snowboard companies, snowboard venues and places where tJiey
have races," said Gockel.
According to Gockel, those interested in joining the club need
to send an e-mail to either her or
Bush. A membership fee applies.
"There's a $5 membership fee
for the board and ski club, which
gets you unlimited transportation
up there whenever we go and a discount on the sweatshirt, and access
to all our events ," said Bush.
Those interested should contact
Bush or Gockel soon, because the
ski season only lasts so long.
"The ski season ends in late
spring. We're lucky to get into

April," said Bush.
Justin can be reached at
najarj@seattleu.edu
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"Hawk Rawkers" revive lost fight song, pump up crowd
this task alone. Brad Hawkins, an
adjunct faculty member, took the
fight song and arranged it for all of
the instruments Boustedt needed.
Also, Boustedt and Bill Hogan, director of the Athletic Department,
wanted to make several changes
to the lyrics.

Seattle U Fight Song!

Let's give a cheer for Seattle

Or Seattle U
Show them the fight of the
The Spectator

Braden VanDragt

Lindy Boustedt, director of the Hawk Rawkers, plays her trumpet
during a recent basketball game at the Connolly Center.

Red

&

White

They will win for you
Fight, fight, fight

Justine Mallahan
Volunteer Writer
On Jan. 10 a new era at Seattle
University was played out from the
bleachers. Seattle Us first pep band
in 27 years, the "Hawk Rawkers,"
debuted by introducing the newly
found fight song.
The pun "Hawk Rawkers" was
brought together by the enthusiastic and talented group of Seattle U
students who represent the newly
formed pep band.
Many of the members were
proud to bring the fight song back
to the school. All of the "Rawkers"
agree that it was a shame Seattle
University didn't have a fight song
all these years.

Trumpet player Kyle Alexander
had similar feelings.
"It's a pride thing," says
Alexander. "It was disappointing."
The loss of die fight song in 1980

revolved around Seattle University
no longer being a Division I school.
Last year the song was recovered
by a staff member who worked in
University Advancement. She haphazardly stumbled upon an old copy
in a file.
Lindy Boustedt, an advisor at the
Center for University Advancement,
was given the music. She is lead
trumpet in the campus jazz band,
and took both the pep band and
reworking the previous fight song
as her personal projects.
Boustedt has a long running
career with music, so it was fitting
that she would take on both tasks.
She went to Eastern Washington
University for music education.
Playing at EWU is where she picked
up the sense of what a fight song
should bring to a school. She wanted to bring that same atmosphere to
Seattle University.
She did not have to take on

Over the foes we're victorious

And victory is our cheer

During the first month of the
year, gyms are packed with
people trying to improve their
physical health, but just as important—though often ignored—is
metal health. January and February
can often be the hardest months
in terms of mental health issues.
Although our days technically get
longer near the end of December,
January brings consistently cold
and cloudy weather to Seattle and
this—in addition to rain, post-holiday debt and relationship issues—
can easily bring a person down.
Dr. Susan Hawkins, director
and clinical psychologist at Seattle
Us Counseling and Psychological
Services, encourages students to be
aware ofhow they are feeling and to
address issues as early as possible.
"If something is interfering
with your ability to do your work
and participate in the rest of your
life, then come set up an appointment, the sooner the better,"
new

said Hawkings.
According to yearly statistical data complied by doctors at
CAPS, one of the biggest issues
facing Seattle U students is depression, and other mood problems
such as Seasonal Affective Disorder,
or SAD.
As Hawkins explains, SAD is a
subcategory of depression linked
to your circadian rhythms and the
amount of light your brain receives

through your eyes during the day.
"When the days are the shortest, as they are now, it's hard to get
enough light for it to not negatively
impact your mood," said Hawkins.
"Some people are affected by it to
a great extent while others are only

slightly affected."
Symptoms ofSAD and depression include fatigue, apathy, irritability and feelings of hopelessness
and despair. Regular exercise and
a well balanced diet can greatly
improve your mood, but for those
with more persistent cases, counseling at CAPS is recommended.
Another common problem for
college students is anxiety, which
can come in the form of panic attacks, phobias and obsessive compulsive disorder or generalized anxiety disorder. It can be brought on by
current stress or past issues.
Because there are many different symptoms associated with the
many forms of anxiety, it is best
to sit down with a counselor and
discuss your unique situation. Your
counselor might recommend regular exercise, breathing and meditation techniques, stress management
techniques and/or positive self talk
The onslaught of Valentine's
Day merchandise in stores brings to
light another top issue for students:
relationship problems, be they with
a significant other, a roommate

For the whole gang is here
To cheer you Seattle U!

When it

comes to

Boustedt and Hogan found
many attributes they liked about
the original song. The song's initial title "Or Seattle U" stayed the
same, and overall only two lines in
the song are different.
"Times were different," says
Boustedt, specifically referring to
the lines that referenced Seattle U's
old mascot, the Chieftains.
Boustedt loves the old tune of
the song and wanted it to give the
school a sense of history.
"When something's old it can become new again," said Boustedt.
Recreating the fight song was

new people, getting support from
your friends, and staying active.
"Some people have a tendency
to retreat and go for comfort, be
that ice cream, TV or whatever.
That tends to not to make you feel
better, it tends to make you feel
worse," she said. "Look at an ended
relationship with, 'OK, what have
I learned from this and what can I
take on to the next opportunity?',"
Hawkins added.
During the busiest times last
year students were placed on long
waiting lists to get an appointment.
Hawkins reports that CAPS is doing much better this year. They have
hired an additional psychologist
and no longer rely on a waitlist for
more pressing cases; instead they refer students to outside clinics. Most
patients get an appointment within
one or two weeks of their request.
Students can utilize the services
at CAPS at no cost. In addition to

helping patients master psychological problems, CAPS can also
be helpful for other issues such as
career uncertainty, sexual orientation and personal growth.
To see a counselor, students must
schedule their first appointment,
which serves as an initial evaluation into whatever is bothering you.
Students can make appointments at
the office, located at Student Center
Pavilion 120, or over the phone at

296-6090.

dealing with

a breakup, Hawkins suggests taking proactive steps, such as meeting

Junior

flute player Aya
Yahagishima emphasizes that the
pep band feels fun, because there
is no stress involved.
"None of us are forced to be
here," says Yahagishima.
To gain more awareness
about their dedication, Boustedt
hopes incoming freshmen will
be introduced to the song during
orientation.

Boustedt

is

looking forward

to

future where everyone will know
the song. An idea ofputting up the
lyrics in the gym is in the works
so the fight song can be seen, and
sung, by everyone.
a

Justine can be reached at
mallahan@seattleu.edu

Frisby to coach tennis
Emily Holt
Senior Staff Writer

(206)

or a parent.

experience as entertaining.

So let's give a cheer

Health and Fitness: CAPS
Sara Bernert
Staff Writer

just one step, but getting the people
to play the song was another story.
Jama'l Chukueke, coordinator of
game management in the Athletic
Department, helped Boustedt with
all the recruiting.
The band is currently 25
members, but at the beginning
the idea for a pep band was far
from popular.
Remembering the first open call
auditions, Boustedt laughingly says
that, "one person showed up."
Boustedt credits the existence of
the pep band to a surge of excitement from incoming freshmen this
past fall.
These musicians were happy to
find another outlet to play besides
the campus jazz band. All of the
members describe the "Rawker"

Sara can be reached at
bemerts@seattleu.edu

Seattle University welcomes a
new tennis coach, Mark Frisby,
to restart the university's men and
women's teams and bring them to
a level of Division I competition.
Frisby has a new direction and
a clear goal for the team.
"I plan to bring the team
back to where it used to be when
it was Division I," said Frisby.
He also hopes to get alumni
more inyolved.

Frisby earned his bachelor's

degree from Seattle University
in 1967 and his masters degree
in education in 1971. He also
shined on the tennis team while
at Seattle U as die number one singles player in 1967. He returned to
coach the team from 1968 to 1970
and 1972 to 1973, compiling
a 70-22 record.
Only one week after his appointment, he has four recruits.
Frisby sees the coach as the
mental support for the players.
"Almost all physical talent is
the same at this level. We need
to work on the mental aspect,"
said Frisby. "The second thing is
to motivate students to play year
round and practice. Everyone has
an innate desire to want to learn
and get better, and good teachers

cultivate diat."
Frisby spends 25 to 30
hours a week teaching tennis at
Sammamish Club and Tennis
Club in Issaquah. He has been
the owner, president and a tennis
instructor at the dub since 1984.
He said that hewanted to get a
job where he could own the company so that he could do what he
really wanted: teach.
Frisby has coached both men
and women at Seattle Prep for
14 years, leading the school to 12
Metro Championships, 12 state
championships and five district
championships. He also taught at
Issaquah High School and Mercer
Island High School. His coaching
record at the high school level
is 453-45.
He has also been the director
of die Nike Tennis Camps in Sun
Valley, Idaho, since 1980 and also
the tennis director of Sun Valley

Tennis since 2000.

Frisby's mother played a large
role in him developing a love for
the sport.
"My mother played tennis and
was a good player and I didn't
know it," said Frisby.
He recalled how one day as a
child while he was standing on a
baseball field, feeling bored with
the sport, he saw someone on a
tennis court. He gravitated toward
tennis and away from baseball
mosdy because he got to hit the
ball more.
He noted that the school
has changed drastically since his
time here, but added that there
are things that have remained
the same.
"The concern for the student
is not getting away from anybody
here," said Frisby. He added that
he likes the sense of community
that Seattle U has and the values
that students espouse.
Erin Engelhardt, coordinator
of student-athlete support, agrees
that Frisby is a good fit for the
Seattle U community.
"Not only does Mark's resume
speak for itself, but his commitment to Jesuit education and his
connection to the community
on and off campus make him a
great fit for our program," said
Engelhardt. "He has a positive attitude and is a pleasure to have as
a part of our team."
Engelhardt noted that it is
never easy starting a program
from scratch as Frisby has to in
this case but said diat Frisby has
the ability to recruit extremely
talented student-athletes in the
Northwest who would most likely have looked elsewhere in their

college search.
"Mark has been successful
everywhere he has coached and
I am confident that he will establish a successful program at
Seattle U. Our expectations are
high, but also very realistic," said
Engelhardt. "Not only will Mark
strive to exceed our expectations
on the court, I am confident that
he will help develop great student
leaders in the process."
Emily can be reached at
hottel@seattleu.edu
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The allocation ofresources within a university setting is
a constant balancing act of trial and error, of weights and
counter weights, of old traditions and new endeavors.
Though it is unreasonable to say that Seattle University
is in the midst of an unequivocal transitory phase, the current challenges that this institution faces are unique and
do demand significant thought and effort to resolve.
Seattle University academic programs, namely the
College of Arts and Sciences, face what can be classified as
a fiscal crisis. Ifexpenditures are not met and budgets are
not more appropriately aligned, the college will encounter
dire circumstances. Contingency plans currently call for
the immediate cancellation of 110 classes from next year's
curriculum. Classes will be taught 'on the cheap,' meaning instruction will come from part time adjunct faculty,
rather than full time or tenure tracked professors. Upper
level elective courses will be eliminated, class sizes will rise
and overall academic excellence will be compromised.
For private universities such as Seattle University, the
primary source of funding for operations comes in the
form of student tuition. Unlike the Ivy League, where
endowments come in the billions of dollars, donations
play a more nominal role in total funding at this university. Other sources of funds, such as grants, pledges
and bonds, serve specific roles within university spending and are often allocated for capital improvements
to the institution.
Since the majority of funds come from students, whose
ultimate purpose for attending an institution of higher
education is attaining intellectual pursuits, there should be

no shortage of institutional funds that support academic
programs. It is an abysmal prospect, that the programs

expected to serve students with quality and substantial
knowledge are shortchanged. Not only do they not have
the necessary funding to operate to their full potential,
but they cannot perform to an acceptable standard.
On Feb. 21, 2008, the Seattle University Board of
Trustees will convene, to discuss, amongst other things,
two critical components of the future of the institution.
First, President Stephen Sundborg S.J. will propose the
strategic plan to the Trustees, which if approved will establish a bearing that the university will abide by for the
foreseeable future.
Secondly, the Trustees will approve the 2008-09 budget
for academic affairs, which will determine the number of
classes offered, faculty retained and hired, ultimately setting a precedent for the academic quality and reputation
of Seattle University.
The success and reputation of this university rests ultimately upon its commitment to academic excellence,
small class sizes, seasoned and committed faculty and staff,
and an above average selection of students chosen to represent the values and mission of the institution.
In order to make this possible, colleges and departments
representing every discipline at the university need to have
the resources available to provide a unique and exemplary
experience to the Seattle University students.
Academics should be one facet of this university that
should never utter the phrases "looming financial crisis,"
or "being in the red."

The Spectator editorial board consists of Nicholas Lollini, Lauren Padgett, Chris Kissel, Rose Egge, Sean Towey, Jessica Van Gilder, Michael Fehrenbach, Braden VanDragt
and Hyung-Min Kim. Signed commentaries reflect the opinions of the authors and not necessarily those of The Spectator.

Failing United Nations not worth the cost
Andrew Jones
Volunteer Writer

Often times, my liberal and
worldly friends will cite the United
Nations as the overarching entity
which the United States should
to before taking action in
the arena ofinternational relations.
This is because many "progressive
thinkers"—apparently that is not
an oxymoron—believe that the last
best hope for world peace is some
grand government, where all states
can have a seat at the coffee table
ofinternational diplomacy.
Needless to say, I have many
objections to this.
The United Nations, as defined
by its own charter, is not a governing body, but rather a type of global
alliance for combating fascism and
oppressive governments that violate
the human rights of their peoples.
It is to prevent armed conflict, "save
in the common interest."
If we accept these premises, the
United Nations has failed miserably
in its many attempts to live up to
its promise. For the entirety of its
existence, the United Nations has
stood by while countless injustices
to

appeal

and mass violations ofhuman rights
occurred. In fact, since the UN
was established, nearly 90 million
people have died due to genocide.
Sometimes they knew of these
horrific tragedies, sometimes they
didn't, but in many cases, it didn't
matter because the idea that the
majority of nations from around a
planet of scarce resources can act
in "common interest" is a deeply
wrong-minded and naive concept
of what could be reality.

The United Nations
has largely failed

to live up to its
main stated goals.
Now, some have countered this
argument by saying that the United
States is an artificially wealthy and
powerful nation and that other nations deserve to have some chance
to be included in international
discussion. On this point, I don't
disagree. Acting as a moral and

just nation with regard to international retaliations is essential for
America, or any advanced state,
especially given this interwoven
global economy.
I firmly believe, however, that it
is simply counter-productive and
counter-intuitive to pour American
resources into an organization so
inept at accomplishing even a small
fraction of its stated goals.
Currently, the United States is
the only member-state to pay the
22 percent maximum percentage of
the UN general budget. That total
hits the American taxpayers to the
tune ofwell over $400 million. The
U.S. share of the UN Peacekeeping
budget, a more worthwhile fund,
hits the maximum allowable contribution of 27 percent and costs the
American taxpayers $1.28 billion.
While many of my liberal
friends are quick to point out that
America still owes about half of
that, my question is, why did we
pay the other half? Surely there are
more efficient and beneficial ways
for America and other advanced
Western states to spread the wealth
and usher the third world into the
21st century. The propensity of the

American people to give to charity
is unmatched by the citizens of any
other civilization on the planet and
the U.S. military is one of the most
economical and efficient means of
delivering relief aid. We need look
no further than the Southeast
Asian tsunami in 2004 for proof of
these claims.
While the UN serves several
important and ingrained functions
that I did not mention in this brief
opinion piece, the bottom line is
that the United Nations has largely
failed to live up to its main stated
goals because it is an overly-idealist
and bloated bureaucracy with no
true political authority. Because
of this, I think its time the United
States rethinks its investment in die
United Nations. I am not necessarily advocating the end of U.S.
membership in the UN, but merely
an evaluation to make sure we are
getting our money's worth. I think
we will find that our involvement
in international affairs would be
more efficiently carried out without
the UN as it currently exists.
Andrew can be reached at
jonesa4@seattleu.edu

Letters to the editor should be 300 to 500 words long and emailed to Chris Kissel at kisselc@seattleu.edu. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters for length, spelling,
grammar and style errors.

opinion

January 30, 2008

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Anyone who writes for a newspaper learns early in the game that
even on the editorial pages, a certain degree ofresearch is expected.
But it is apparent after reading
Michael Lis-Sette's critique of
Ron Paul ("Reexamine Ron Paul's
policies," 1 /23/08) that instead of
taking the time to examine Paul's
defense in this so-called "newsletter
controversy", the author has relied
on sound-bytes thrown out by the
mainstream media.
As one of the growing number
ofAmericans who realize that Ron
Paul is the only presidential candidate who can solve our country's
deep-seated problems, it sickens
me to see individuals who cannot
stomach true conservatism lashing
out at this candidate, just because
he is willing to stand up for values
that the rest of the Republican party has cast aside and replaced with

big government-driven theocratic
imperialism.
The bulk of Mr. Lis-Sette's article seems to exist purely for shock
value. He picks the most offensive
sections of the "Paul newsletters",
directed at minority groups across
the board, to prove his point,; any
evidence that could clear Paul's
name is casually dismissed. The
author never even touches on the
loads ofcash this candidate has received from African American donors (the most of any Republican
candidate), nor on the obvious
fact that whoever authored these
newsletters sounds nothing like
the man we've seen speaking on
the campaign trail.
Instead, the author gets so
caught up in the inaccuracies
relayed by James Kirchick's irresponsible journalism that he fails
to note a key tenet of Paul's that
proves the "racism" charge absurd:
the candidate's direct opposition to
the drug war and to the death penalty, two systems that are perhaps
society's best weapons against the
black man. If Ron Paul were a racist, would he really want to let the
90,000+ black Americans jailed on
drug charges back into the streets?
Of course not.

It sickens me to

see individuals who

cannot stomach
true conservatism.
And that's to say nothing ofThe
New Republic. This is a publication
with an identifiable left wing bias
and strong big-government beliefs
which goes against everything Ron
Paul stands for, apparent through
their support of universal health
care and America's invasion of Iraq
(which they argued as justifiable
largely on humanitarian grounds...

if how another country polices
itself is our business). Yet Mr. LisSette is relying on them as a legitimate source?
What it ultimately comes down
to is this: a candidate whose main
message is freedom cannot be expected to censor their supporters.
In the same way that Paul is not
responsible for the lunacy of the
"9-11 Truthers" who vocally support him, nor is he to be blamed for
writings that simply use his name
as a tool to garner readership. Ron
Paul is smart enough to realize that
a society cannot function without
divergent beliefs, and that any attempts to censor those beliefs on
moral grounds would go against
the founding fathers' principles.
It appears that Mr. Lis-Sette,
like many Americans who buy into
the smear campaigns of the mainstream media, has allowed sensation to overtake reason.
Sincerely,
Rob La Gatta
as

Dear Editor,
If there were a party with a
Nazi theme, a lynching theme or
a genocide theme, would you attend? Would you be shocked and

outraged?
On Saturday, a Seattle University
student threw a themed party and
many other Seattle U students
were in attendance. The theme of
this party was "C—t Hunt." The
party asked for those who attended
to dress accordingly. In this case,
dressing accordingly meant that:
The women dressed up as
animals.
And the men dressed up as
hunters.
Just as themes such as Nazism
and lynching would be outrageously contributing to the discrimination and oppression of particular
people, a "C—t Hunt" works to
do the same. The online Urban
Dictionary defines "C—t Hunt"
as, "what men do when they need
a hot p— y." Definition-of.com
defines this phrase as, "Vulgar
slang describing a man's pursuit
of sex."
This is not an issue of attacking
a person's freedom to participate
in certain activities within the
context of a party. This is about
a party that's purpose, whether
intentional or not, whether considered humorous or not, encourages and nurtures ideas ofviolence,
social domination and contempt
toward women.
It is about portraying women as
being nothing more than objects
to pursue for sex. It is about advocating that it is a man's natural
right or duty to prey on a woman
for sex. As a result of this mentality many issues arise. Issues such
as sexual harassment, rape, male
constructed images of beauty
and eating disorders are very real
situations and concerns, being

experienced by very real human
beings.
A party themed "C—t hunt,"
whether it seems to you significantly inappropriate or fairly innocuous should be recognized
as one example of people in our
society internalizing offensive stereotypes about themselves and others. It's not only this specific party
that is problematic and offensive;
it is the systematic contribution
and overlooking of events of any
discriminatory nature.
Although it is likely that this
letter will be met with some degree of resentment, it is essential
that these kinds of activities are
put in the spotlight and radically questioned, especially if it
involves people within our immediate community. It is easy for us
to ignore the injustices directly in
front of us, especially when it is
our peers, friends or ourselves that
are contributing to this mentality.
But if one feels hurt, threatened
or outraged by these stereotypes,
one must address this and not be
silenced.

People in our society
[internalize] offensive
stereotypes about
themselves and others
We understand that having a
party with this theme could appear

be humorous, mainly because
the designated roles are so ridiculous. In addition, many would
never intend to actually pursue
something like this (outside of
character) or even intend to directly contribute to sexism. We are
writing this letter to recognize that
this played-out situation isn't too
far from the reality, and these types
of misogynistic pursuits are truly
embraced in our everyday lives.
We do not want to label everyone
involved as an ultra-misogynist,
nor are we trying to say we hold
moral superiority. Our intention
is to bring light to the fact that
sexism and oppression continue to
be ingrained in all aspects of our
lives and culture, which is often
difficult to recognize, challenge
and escape.
Ultimately, what we are advocating is reflection. It is necessary
that both women and men question and confront these destructive ideas about themselves and
one another. Through reflection,
conversation and dissent we can
begin to dismantle these constructs
of oppression.
to

Corinna Rosendahl,
Katya Ekimoto, Patrick
Rivers, Sean O'Neill,
Lillian Henehan, Cambray
Provo, Paul Brown, Cart
Lane, Kathryn McCarron,
Matt Hitchman and
Jasmine Magana

Corrections: In the article "Making our mark: Youth expected to impact '08"
Seattle U student Andrew Jones was listed as a freshman. He is a junior.

To The Spectator's Editorial
A pull quote listed The New Republic as Ron Paul's political newsletter. The
magazine is not affiliated with Ron Paul in any way.

Board,
In a recent editorial article
(January 16th 2008) covering the
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Forever indebted for
continual acceptance
Nick McCarvel
Volunteer Writer

Forget for a minute that
Seattle University is on Capitol
Hill, an enclave of urban trends.
And forget that diis school is even
in the city of Seattle itself, one of
the most liberal cities in America.
Forget everything about what surrounds Seattle U and just focus
on the school.
This institution, hands down,
is one of the gay-friendliest centers of higher education you'll
find in the entire country.
I should know; I'm here, and
I'm queer.
Forgive the sarcasm —and bad
rhyming—for a moment and take
what I have to say to heart. This
topic is one that's dear to me, and
one that is becoming increasingly
more important in social and political realms worldwide.
When I first ventured onto
this campus as an awkward adolescent at the age of 18,1 pictured
what it might be like to go to a
school like Seattle U. I thought of
the friendships I might form and
the political and social freedom I
might have; but in the end, it was
just a picture.
Yet four years later, as I start
to wrap up my experience here
and think ahead to what life will
be like when I'm no longer a student, I'm beginning to see things

rather clearly.
Many of us feel different in a
variety of ways in our everyday
lives. Whether it's our race, sex,
color, the way we dress or what
kind of music we listen to, everyone feels like an outsider at one
point or another.
I couldn't have felt more this
way my senior year ofhigh school:
I was a closeted gay at a conservative, we-love-football-and-cowboys high school in Montana, and
I wanted nothing more than to do
what felt excruciatingly painful:
be myself.
So from that first step into
Campion Lobby, as I nervously
grasped my brand-new dorm-

supposedly fear-based reactions to
the murder of Shannon Harps, I
was particularly disturbed at the
writer(s)' safety recommendations.
Although I of course agree that a
consuming fear skews our view of
society and our ability to protect
ourselves, I do not think there is
any rational ground to suggest that
"staying vigilant" is sufficient personal protection even in a "predominantly safe" environment. Most
obvious is the simple fact thatwellwishing never saved anyone's life
("we at Seattle University should
live in the good faith we have in
human kind"). I pose an alternative: We should train or fit ourselves to withstand violent attacks.
This alone will accomplish the
objective of safety when accosted.
And why do the writer(s) of this
piece find the suggestion of guns

room key in my shaking palm,
I realized that I had entered a
place that didn't glorify football
and cowboys, but instead fairness
and compassion.

This institution, hands

down, is one of the
gay-friendliest centers
of higher education.
From the classroom to Cherry
Street, I found the ability to be
myself surprisingly easy. I had
growing pains and hiccups along
the way, but acceptance was one
thing that wasn't on my mind
when I spoke up in class or
worked out at Connolly; I had
already been accepted.
There are many experiences
that have shown me time and
time again that Seattle U is a
special place when it comes to
being a gay male. From being a
Resident Assistant to participating in the Search Retreat, Belize

International Outreach and other
various student groups, fairness
and equality weren't just ideas
etched on a brochure or written
on a Web site, bur realities that
existed in utter completeness.
I'm not arguing that every
gay male's experience at Seattle
University has been the same as
mine, nor am I saying that there
is not more work to be done
on a local, national and international level when it comes
to gay rights issues, acceptance
and compassion.
I am saying, however, that this
place has given me so much more
than I will ever be able to give,
more than I will ever be able to
comprehend and more than I ever

actually deserve.
And for all of that, I'm forever
indebted.
Nick can be reached at
mccarvel@seattleu.edu

so abhorrent? Why can't women
be trusted to handle a firearm for
their protection? Especially facing so many situations in which a
well-aimedbullet could have saved
a woman's life and eliminateda rapist and/orkiller, it is wrong to scoff
at this approach as needless or fearbased. Even more irritating is the
passage, "some present at the safety
forum were going so far as to sign
up for self-defense classes." If presentedwitJh an armed or forceful attack, it is only naive to believe that
we could defend ourselves without
weapons, self-defense, or martialarts training. I myself have "gone
so far" as to learn elementary selfdefense tactics; and these alone-not
a positive or vigilant mind-could
save my life.
Melanie Moores
Seattle University Student
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safety

reports

Safety Assistance
January 22,10:15 a.m. to
2:30 p.m.

FGI's Project Red Dress
Photos by

Public Safety recovered six syringes grounds staff reported
while working throughout
campus. Public Safety appropriately disposed of the
syringes.

Clara Ganey

On Friday, Jan. 25, Seattle Metropolitan and Macy'spresented "Project Red Dress," a competitive runway showfeaturing designs
by local college students. All proceeds benefited the American Heart Association's "Go Red For Women" movement.
Dress designed by Margaret

Chin, Seattle Central
Community College.

Suspicious

Circumstances
January 22, 2:45 p.m.
A student reported that an
unknown male was making

strange comments regarding
'lights being installed around
the area' and then walked off

west bound towards Broadway. Public Safety is investigating.
Suspicious
Circumstances
January 23,12:40 p.m.

A student reported to Public
Safety that an unknown male
student followed her from the

lower mall to her classroom
asking her strange questions.
Public Safety is investigating.
Medical Assistance
January 24,12:10 p.m.

Public Safety and the Seattle
Pre Department responded to
a male staff member reporting
radiating pain and that he has
a heart history. The Seattle
Fire Department transported
the staff member to a local
hospital.

Winning dress designed by Karly Orr,
New York Fashion Acadamy.

Safety Assistance
January 24,1:30 p.m.

Public Safety recovered a syringe near the university entrance.

Sheila won best dressed in the audience. Her
mom had a matching dress and made them both.

Assault Threats
January 25,12:50 a.m.

A commuter student reported
to Public Safetyand the Seattle Police Department that an
unknown male made threats
to her on the bus.

Specdoku

Accident
•January 25, 2:30 p.m.

difficulty: hard

Public Safety responded to
a report of a window having
shattered that dropped out of

1

a window frame while opening the window. Janitorial staff
cleaned up the broken glass.
Public Safety is investigating.

I
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Public Safety re-set a room
smoke alarm set off by a resident using a hairspray product.
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Room Smoke Alarm
January 27, 2:30 a.m.

I

Dress designed by Liise Cheney,
New York Fashion Acadamy.
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